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To the Right Honourable 


ANNE, ad ELIZABETH, 


x. | 
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DOWAGERCOUNTESSES of 


ROCHESTER; 


NF Right Honowab'e , 
t. Our Ladiſhips , or any elſe, cannot think meanzr | 
Ki of this performance than 1 my ſelf do ; for beſides 
k. the great burry and diſorder that T was in upon | 
he loſs of ſuch a Patron as my Lord, 1 am ſufficiently con- 
Teious bow unfit I am to appear in public, eſpecially upon 
F&cb a nice and great Subjef, As his Lordſhips particular 
Commands brought me to the Pulpit, ſo Tours only bave 
Sr onght me to the preſs, And therefore / hope, whatever us 
oe the following Diſcourſe may meet with abroad ; I ſhall. 
Wways find a ſhelter in your L adiſhipr Favours » and the. 
Wther, becau{e you can, both of you, largely atteſt the truth? 
| Ke Aa SE JF 


of moſt of the remariable Occurrences that I bave takenugy 
tice of during bis Lordſpips penitential ſickneſs, T ſod, 
* 2dde nothing more,but wiſh Tou may never forget the goii 
18% neſs of Almighty God, who{through this whole melanch 
M1 ly Scene)bas /ignalized bis good providences to You botly 
| rdthat Ton may ev r live under the ſpecial proteffin 
|] thereof is the conſtant prayer of 6 


Your HONQURS 


Moſt Faithful and moſt 
obedient humble Seryaat , 


Adderbury, Ang. 30- 


i.80, 
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yy unto you that likewiſe joy ſhall be in beaven over one (inner that repenteth, more than over 
rinetie and nine juſt perſons that need no rej.entance, 


F ever there were a ſabje& chit might deſerve and exhanſt a!l the treaſures of reit- 
gious eloquence jn the deſcription of ſo great a man, and fo great a finner as row | 
ties before us; cogether with the wondeis ofthe Divine goodieſs, in making him 
reat a Penitert; | thinkthe preſent occaſion affordsone as remarkable as any place oc 
can Produce. 
nceed (o great and full of matter it is , thattiz tco big to cc me out of my mouth , 
= perhaps not ailof it fit or needful foro do. The greatneſs of his parts are well enough 
mewn, and of his Sins too well in the world; and neither my capacity, nor expe: jence 
as my profefiton wiil allow me to be fo proper ajudze, either ofthe one or the other. 
Inly as God has been pleaſed co make me a long whi'e a fad Speftator , and a ſecret 
meu: nec for his fins; ſo has he at laſt gracioully heard the prayers of his neareſt Relations V! 
ng true Friends, for his converſion and repentancezand ts the good tidir gs ofthat eſpe= I 
ly, what God has done for his ſou), that TI am now to publiſh and tell abroad tothe 
#4, not only by the obligations of min: Offize, in which 7 had the konous to be a weak | 
Wilterioi, but by his own expreſs and dying commands, 
*3KNov although, to deſcribe this worthily , would require a wit equal to that with I 
witch he lived, and a devotion too, equal to that with which he died, and to match ei= 
fr wilibea very hard rz k; yer belides that I aim not ſufficient For theſe things, (forwho oY 
$) and that my thoughts have beeti rather privately bufied to ſecure a real repen- | 
Wce to himſelf, whi'ft living 5 than to publiſh it abroad to others in artificial drefs | 
Wer he is dead ; 1 ſay, beſides a!l this, 1 think } ſhall have Jeſs need to call in the aids | 
Mecular eloquence. The proper habit of Repentance is not fine linnen,or any delicate 
Iay , ſuch a+ are ufed in the Court o1 Kings houſes , but Sackecloath and Aſh's: And 
way which God Almighty takes to convey it , 2s not by the worde of mans wiſdoms , 
E by the plain: eſs of his written Word, aflifted by the Inward power and de moiſtra- 
1 of the Spirit ; and the etie&s it works , and by which ir diſcovers it (elf, are not | 
raptures of wit and fancy , bat the moſt h2mble proftrations both of ſoul and ſpirit, | 
the captivating ail humane imaginatioas to the obedience ofa deſpiſed Religion, |} 
a crucihed Saviour, 
YAnd ris in this array 1 intend to bring out this Penitent to you ; an array which Iam ©. F 
ſage he more valued, and deſired co appear in, both to God and the World, than in all 
tiiumphs of Wit and Gallantry: And therefore( waving all theſe Rhetorical flou- 
es, a: beneath the ſolemnity of the o:caſion,and the majeſty of that great and weigh« 
:uth ] am now to deliver } 1 ſhall contene my ſelf with che office of a plain Hiſto- 
, to relate faithfully and impattially what I ſaw and heard; eſpecially during his pe- 
Werntial forrows 3 which if all that heard me this day, had been ſp. &ators of , there 
11d then have been noneed of a Sermon to convince men, but every man wauld have 
nas much a Preacher to himſelf of this truth, -as | am, exc:pt theſe forrows: And yet 
n theſe ſorrows ſhould be turn'd into joys toogif we would only do what we pray for, 
the wil.of God may be done in earth,as-it xs in beaven ; for {2 our Blefled Lad afluces 
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us 3 1 ſay unto you , that likewiſe joy ſhall be in heaven over one ſinner Pot repeterh”, | 


Fiom which 1 ſhall conſider, 
1: The Sinner particularly that is before us, : 
2+ The Repertance of this Sinzer, together with the means, the time, and all pecly 
b'e {incerity of it, ? 
. The joy that is in heaven, and ſhould beon earth, for the repentance of this Sinn 
4- The'comparitive greatneſs and preeminence of this joy, on the account of this 
2mple that is, and ſhould be for the repentance of this Sinner, more then for the oy 
ſtare and uniforme virtuouſneſs of any good liver.z which will naturally lead nie toy 
Fifth and laft particular, toa ſpecial addre's or application to all that hear me; t} 
they wou'd all joyn in this joy, in praiſe and thankſgiving to God for the converſion 


this Sinner ; ard it there be any that have been like him in their fins, that chey wal 


allo ſpeedily imitate him in their repentance, 


And firſt, let us contider the perſon befcre us, as he certainly was, a great Simng 


But becauſe man wat uprigkt before he was a tinner, and to nxeaſure the greatnel;| 


his fall, it will be neceſſary co take a view of that height from which he tell ; given 
leave to go back alittle to look into the rock from which he was hewn , the Qualing 


Familie, Educaticn, and perfona] accompliſhments cf this Great man. In doing ot whig 


I think no man will'charge me with any deſign of cuſtomary flattery , or formality; ſit 

T intend only thereby to ſhew the greatnels and unhappineſs cf his foil, in the peri 
ting ſo many excellent abiiities and advantages for virtue and piety into the ſerviceys 
fin » .and fo becoming a more univerſal , inlinuating , and prevailing example of ity 


As tor his Family, on both fides, from which he was cdelcended, they were { 
of the molt tamous in their generations» His Granfather was that Excelleit and ti 
I; great man , Charles Lord I/ilmet, Viicount Athlone in Ireland, Henry his Fathi 
who inherited the fame Title and Greatnefs, was by His late Majetty King CHARL 
the I. created Baron of Adderbury in Oxfordſhire, and by his preſeut Majetiy Earl of þ 
ehejter, He was a man of ſignal Loyalty and integrity indeed; and of {uch Cour! 
and Conduct in Military atiairs as became a great General, But my <ndeavour| 
this kind are ſuperieded , tho I had time , by my want cf abilitics to deciare jt wort 
ly, as well as by the notoriety of thele feverals 5 and that perſon muft be very ignor 
of the late Tranſactions in the three Kingdoms, and the misfortunes of our prelz 
King , who underliands not the ſervice and value of that eminent Subje&, His M; 
ther ( of whom I might ſpeak great and worthy things, were it not that I avoid' tl 


imputarion of flattery ) was the Relift of S'r Francis Henry Lee c& Ditchly in the Coun 
of Oxford Baronet , Grandmother to the prelent Right Honourable Earl of Lirchfieh 


a1d the Daughter of that Genenerous and Honourable Gentleman Sir John St, F#h 
of Lyddiiard in the Couuty of Wiits Baronet, whoſe Family was ſo remarkable for lo 
alty, that ſeveral of his Sons willingly offer'd themſelves in the day ot battcl , and 


ed tor itz and whi!llt the m«mory of the Engliſh or Iriſh Rebellion laſts, that Fami 
cannot want a due veneration in the minds cf ary perſon, that loves God or the Ki 


As fcr his Education, it was in Wadham College in Oxford , under the care of th 
witc and Excellent Governour Dr. Blanford, the late Right Reverend Biſhop of Ms 
ceſter 3 there it was that he laid a good foundation of learning and Rudy, though | 
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ch afterwards by his own corrupt ſtomach, or ſore ill juices after, were turn'd into 
ſon to himſelf and others : which certainly can be no morea blemiſh to thoſe 11- 
lous Seminaries of Picty and good learning , than a diſobediznt Child is to a wile 
Wy virtuous Father, or the fall of Man tothe exccllency of Paradile; 
Fis Quality 1 ſhall take no notice of, there being ſo much of what was ex<cllent and 
aordinary in this great perſon, that I have no room for any thing that is common 
jim with others, 
Wit he had fo rare and fruitful in its invention, and withal ſo choice and deli- 
in its judgment, that thcre is nothing wanting in his compoſures to give a full an- 
r to that queliion, What & where Wit js? except the purity and choice of lubjcR : for - 
ny ſuch excellent feeds but fallen upon good ground , and- inſtead of pitching upon 
aft or a Luſt, bcen raiſed upon high, to celebrate the myliteries of the Divine , 
oft , in Pſalms, and Hymns, and Spiritual ſongs 1 perſwade my (elf we might by 
time have receiv'd from his pen as excellent an Idea of Divine Poctry , under the 
pe], uſeful to the teaching of vertue , «ſpecially in this generation , as his prupnanc 
e5 have been to deftroy it. And iam confident, had God ſpared him a longer 
this would have bcea the whole buſineſs of it, as | know it was the vow and 
poſe of his ficknels, 
is natural talent was excellent, but he had hugely improved it by Learning and 
ſiry , being throughly acquainted with a'l Clailick Authors, both Greek and 
nz a thing very rare, if not peculiar to him, amongſt thoſe of his quality. 
ich yet he uſed not, as other Pocts have done, to tranſl ute or ſteal from them , 
rather to better and improve them. by his owu natural fancy. And whoever 1eads | 
Zompoſures , will find all things in them fo peculiarly great , new , at:d excel'ent , 
he will cafily pronougce , That tho he has lent to many others, yet he has borrow- 
df none ; and that he has been as far from a ſordid imitation of thoſe betore him, 3s 
ill be from being reach'd by thoſe that follow him. 
is other-perſonal accompliſhments in all the perfe&ions of a Gentleman for the 
irt or the Country, whereof he was known by all men to be a very great Miſicr, 
d part of my bulmeſs to diſcribe or underſiand 3 and whatever they were 1n ther = © 
&, I am ſure they were but*miſerablc comtorters to him , ſince they on'y minitier'd 
lis ſins, and made his example the more fatal and dangerous tor ſo we may own, 
y I 2m obliged by him not to hide, but to fhew the rocks which oth. rs- may 2» 
a ) that he was once one of the gre atift of ſixners. 
\nd truly none but one ſo great in parts could be ſoz as the chiefeſt of the Angels | 
knowledge and power became moſt degenerate. His ſins were like his parts, ( for | 
them corrupted they ſprang) all of them high & extraordinary. He feem'd to at 
fomething fingular and paradoxical in his Impietics, as well as in his Writings, 
ve the reach and thoughts of other men 5 taking as much pains to draw others in, 
fo pervert the right ways of vertuc, as the Apoſiles and Primitive Saints, #9 jave © 
own ſouls and them that beard them. For this was the heightoing and amazing . 
mlianee of his ſins, that he was ſo diligent and induſtrious-to recommend and 
pagate them; not like thoſe'of old that bated tbe hght., but thoſe the Prophet men- 
S; If.'3. 9.” who' declare their fi *6s-* Sodom; and bide it noty that tavetit ub lethen 


"»; ; 
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tes toit, and Writing Panegyricks upon Vice ;, ſinging praiſes to the great enemyof 
God , and caſting, down Coronets and Crowns before his Throne, 
"Nay fo confirm'd was he in fin , that he lived, and oftentimes almoſt died, a Martyr 
"forit, Ged was pleaſed ſometimes to puniſh him with the effects of his folly, yet till 
now ( he cenfefſed ) they bad no power to melt him ito true repentance; or if at any time 
he hid fome lucid intervals from his folly and madneſs, yet alas ) how ſhort and trans 
fitory weie they ? all rhat goodneſs was but ar a myrring cloud, and a the early den 
which vaniſhes away, he ſill return'd to the ſame excels of riot, and that with ſo much 
the more grecdineſs, the longer he had fafted from lt. 

And yet even this deſperate Sinner, that one would think had made a covenant with 
Death, nd was at 41 agreement with Hel, and jult upon the brink of them both; God, to 
magnihe the riches of his grace aud m?rcy , was pleaſed to ſnatch as a brand out of the 

HIS firc. AS Srv Parl tho before a blaſphemer , a perſecuter , and injurious , yet obtain'd mer. 

TRE cy, that intbim Chrift Feſus might ſhew forth all lmg-ſuffering , for a pattern to them tha 

|! Wn (1d bereafter believe on bim to everlaſting life. 1 Tim. 1. 13. 16. So God ſiruck him 

| (| S ro thc ground as it were by a light from heaven, and a voice of thunder round about! 

18 him. Infomuch that now the ſcales fall from his cyes, as they did from St. Pauls ; 

a his itiony heart was open'd , and ſtreams of texrs guſht out, the bitter but wholſome 
tcars of true repentance, | | 

And that this may app:ar to be f{{, I think it neceſſary to account for theſe three 
things, 

by For the means of it : that it was not ba-cly the effe& of ſickneſs , or the f:ar of 

 Ceath 3 but the hand of God allo working in them and by them manifeſtly. : 

2, For the time cf it ; that though ir was a death-bcd repentance, and therefore | 

8 full cf danger , and the utmolt hazards yet it was not impoſhible to be truz, nor ab: 
MF tolutcly deſperate. | 
"8 3: For tie ſincerity of it; that what waz thus poſſible to be good and true, pro-þ 
JI b+biy was (0; which though none but God that ſees the heart, can tel] certajuly F771 t 
THE 7 an even allu may and ought to believe it; not on'y in the judgment of charſty, but of n 
WF 1: © 1 juſtice , from a!l evident figns of it , which were poſlible to be gfven by onein MM. 
| "I his condicion. | I 
EE And fi:fi for the Mrans and method of it, That which prepared the way. for it 
WW 45 a ſharp and paintul fi:knefſs, with which God was pleaſed to vitit him ; the way # 
| which the Almighty often takes to reduc: the wandering finnec to the knowledge of | 
F God and of himleli: 7 will b unto Ephraim as a Lion, and as a young Lion unto the bouſe of | 
W Judabs T even T willtear and go away, ang none ſhall relieve him; Twill go and return to 
mw 7y place, till they acknowledge their «fence, and ſeek my face; and in their aff liin they will 
W ſeeck me early, Hf. 5. 14, 15, 
BS And tho to forlake 01r fins then , when we can no lo nger enJoy them , ſeems to be | 
Fl rather the effe&t of impotency and necellity , tian of choice, and fo not (o acceptable 
ha pralle- worthy 3 yct we had God A'mighty auſcs the one to. bring about-the other; | 
Fl. and -improvcs 2 forced abfiinance from fin, into a (ett}d loathing and a true der: ſtatis | 
gJ; on of it ; of which I ſhal] give two noted inſtances, The firſt out of the Old Tel 
_liam:nt, in that famous calc of Manaſeb , 2 Chron, 33: ( the neareſt; parallel that I c: l 
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"4 evil in the ſight of the Lord , more then all the Kings of Fudab before him , and bad made 
Fudah and all the inhabitants of Feruſalem to erre , and do worſe then the Heathen whom the 
ord bad deſtroyed before them; yct we ſee Gcd made uſe even of this way to reduce him 
) trus repentance, for we read at the 11.v. of this Chapter : Wherefore the Lord brought 
pox them the Captains of the hoſt of the King of Aſſyria , which 100k Manaſſeh among the 
bras, and bonnd him with fetters, and carried him to Babylon; and it follows ia the next 
crſe, When he was in affiifiin he beſouzht the Lord bis God, and humbled bimſelf greatly 
efore the God of bis fathers , and prayed unto him, and he was intreated of bim , and beard 
is ſupplication, and brought bim @2ain to Feruſalem and unto bis Kingdom, then Manaſſeb 
new that the Lord was God, v. 13 And the truth of his repentance, tho occ.ftoned tirlt 
y his afl; ion, appearcd afterwards by the following reformation which he wrought 3 
dr be took away the firange Gods . v, 15. 

The ſecond inſtance T hall zive of a true, tho forced repentance, is inthat well known 
aſe of the Prodigal Son, which follows my Text in this Chapter: tho be had waſted all 
I /ubſtance with riotous living, and was forced back to his fathers houſe only by cx- 
ream hunger and neccſlity , yet he was joyfvlly received by him, for his father ra# & 
ll os bis neck, and kiſſed him, v, 20. and the fatted calf was killed for him , and when 
[s elder brother was angry at it, the good father juſtifies hls procedure, v. 32, It was 
mz that we ſhould make merry and be glad, for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again, 

p45 loſt and is found, 

And truly *.is one good fign, that God is now taking men into the number of his 
Thildren, when he is fixing upon them one of the grateſt badges and characters of themz 
Fr therefore ſaith the Apolile, we are chaftned of the Lord, that we fould not be condem - 
ed with the world; whilſt thoſe who are reſerv'd for defiruQion hereafter , do uſually in 
is life come into no misfortune, nor are plagued like other men. For God, does not offiici as 
$y willingly, nor grieve the children of mens but as he is grieved himſelf for the ſufferings 
Tt his children, (for 7» all their afli&ion, ſaith 1he Prophet, be was offlited, ) fo hz doth 
ot uſually puniſh wicked men both here, and hereafter ; and theretore they who are to 
dc Puniſhed with everlaſting defirution, God ſuffers to enjoy their portzon in this life Vi 
Fvithout diſturbance 3 And becauſe the days of darkyeſs muſt be many, therefore does he / Ii 
; ; ulls the ſinner many times to die #1 hxnderd years old, that he may take his full ſwing of | 

t he hath ſet his affe&ions upon, and after a long and proſperows life here, without 
ny check in his career of wickedneſs, he lets him drop down into hell, without the leaſt 
pprehenfion of danger, So that in that ſenſe it is true which the Pocts ſay , when they 
ell us that the deſcent into Hell is caſic and pleaſant. 

And therefore on the contrary we may rcaſorably preſume, that tribulation and an« 
puiſh, when it is born with patience, & rcfignation to God, and when it Works a ſerious 
eformation, will certainly miniſter tou; an eatrance into cverlaſiIng reſt,& that the grea- 
cr our ſufferings have been, the more aboundant & much more grateful ſhall the reſt be. 
AffuFion, as it riſes not ont of the du(t , but deſcends from that God, at whoſe hands we 
eceive evil as well as good 3 ſo neither is it deſign'd to dejeR us thither , bat raiſe us 
p to God from whence it ſelf com:s, The pains of the Croſs, as well that Croſs 
hich we muſt bear our ſelves, as that which our Saviour bore , do in ſome ſenſe open 
e Kingdom of heaven to : | ] . mn. mu 
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pleaſed to make equal to them who have born the burden» andhoat of the day 3 nay oft 
tires to give them more, for he will Ive much, to whom much is forgiven, 
Friis trac, there are ſuch ſiubborn natures, that like clay are rather hardened by the h 
of afflitions 3 ungratious children , that fly in the face of their heavenly Father inj 
very inſtant when he is correRing them 3 or, it may be, like th ſe children under 
rod, who promiſe wonders then, and preſently after forget all, Such as th:fe. we haj 
deſcribed. Pf. 98: 34-. 35: 36-37. When be ſlew them, 1hen they ſought bim, andi 
return'd and enquired early after God 3 then thiy remember'd that God was their rock, and 
the higb God was th:ir regeemer ;, nevertheleſs they did but flatter him with their moullf 
1d lied unto bim with their tongues, for their hearts was not right with bim, neither contin 
they ſtedfaft in bis covenant Ard tis probab'c this tas becn the caſe formerly of this pr 
fon, But there was an evident difference betwixt the «#-& of this ficknels upon hing 
_ ard many others before © He had other-ſentim:nts of things now. ( he told me ) and ai 
pen quite different principles 3; he was not vext with it as it was painful , or hindr! 
him from his fins, which he would have rolPd «nder bis tongue all the while, and Jong? 
again to be at 3, but he ſubmitted patiently to it; accepted it as the hand of God, and vi 
:tbankful, bleſivg and praiſing God not only in, but for bs extremities, Taere were now 
curſing, no razlings or reproaches to his lexvants, or thoſe about him, which in other ſig 
ncfſ.s were their uſual entertainment , bur he treated them with all the. meckncls ai 
paticnce in the world, begging pardons frequently of the meancft of them but for a hi 
{ty word, which the extremity of his ficknets and the ſharpneſs of his pain might caj# 
force from him. His prayers were not { much for,caſe or health , or a continuanceis 
lifz; as for grace, and faith, and perfect relipnation to the will of God. So that I thi? 
we may not only charitably but juſtly conclude, that his ficknels was not the chief ir? 
gredient, but through the grace of God an eff. Aial means of a true, tho late acpentancd 
2, And for that 1 am to account in the next place, I mean the time of itz and to mal! 
out to you, that tho it was a Death*bcd repentance, and therefore full of danger an? 
the ntmoſi hazard, yet it was not wholly impoſſible to be true, nor abſolutely deſperat 
That it was huge'y dangerous, and of the utmoſt hazard to defer it fo long, mult nets 
be granted by all wife and confidering men: I wiſh.all mcn were {o wiſe as ſerioully i $ 
conſider it, and proyide (orit, T 
Foc ſhould God have ſnatch'd him away inthe very a& of his. fin, and hat. like . 
and Cozby, Dathan and Abiram, Ananias or Sapphira, he had gon down quick into hl 
yet we mult have acknowledged, that righteous art thou O Lord, and clear when thou'% 
judged. If God had taken him from the Land of the living, cither by Come ſudden act * 
dent, by a raging Ecaver, or by fome tupid Lethurgy or Apoplesie, which he had had © 
time for reflc@ion or repentance 3 in what a dreadful condition had his ſoul been fort: 
ver ? Or if God had vouchſafed him ( as he did ) ſome ſharp lingring ſickneſs, whe® 
he might have, had lefſure to repentz yet what aſſurance was there that ſuch a repe! 
tance would have followed ? or if it had , that ir would have been accepted? Was it nv, 
more likely that he would ſtill have.cried with the wiſe Wiſe man's fluggard, ye2 @ lit? 
ſleep, and alittle ſlumber, till poverty a diſmal poverty; came upon bim, . 3 
ul But if he had rcfolv'd at that time to break off his fins by repentance, yet alas how in! 
=..proper a time was that for it? Tis not caflc to be preſent & conkiftent to our ſelves, whei P09 
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y and dulneſs of fpirits, a ſhort memory, flat and low affe&ions; & at the ſame time 
acre than ordinary hurry and ſurcharge of worldly buſineſs; 8 houſe to be ſer in or- 
, Children to be provided for in their fortunes and education; creditors to be (atisfi- 
, and all this amidſt the cries and mournings of our neareRt relations and friends abour 
And certainly we muſt think repencancea very eafietask, if wereckon ordinarily,that 
that is diſabled from all other things elſe, ſhall yer be fit te perfe& and compleat it, 
Bur allowing our thoughts to be as clearor clearer in our fickieſs than in our calmef 
i ftrongeſt ſeaſons, (which yet I think no man in his witswill believe)yetafter all,what 
urity have we that we ſhall be able toimprove or imploy it toa truerepentance? [t may 
before we come to that,the meaſure of or iniquities is filled up a'ready,&the irrevere 
Wile (eritence 16 gone out, tho not executed againft us: my patience ſpall not always ſtrive 
00 43 ens, as he LXX) with menzcut it down, wby cumbreth it the ground ? it may be 
8'd and devoted, though we do not {ee it a&ually wither*d anddeftroy'd. 
But ſuppoſing this alſo, that we are allow*d a farther time and means for repentance z 
alas! no ordinary means will (ecve us, when we have been thus harden'd by cuftoima» 
ſinning:and | am ſure, ſhould God proceed with us by the meaſure of ftri& juſtice,he 
Wght rather rake from us even that which we have, than give us any extraordinary aſli- 
4WncesWwhich we have ſo abuſed, 
© And after all this, if God ſhould give us ſuch extraordinary affiſtances, whatevera» 
'Wwarces God may make, yet there is ſtill no certain ſecurity or comfore to any dying 
"@ath+bed Penitent; Cbaritie bopeth all things, and believeth all things, and the relaxations 
the cenſures of the Church in Abſolution on probable ſigns of Repentance, muſt fol- 
| the judgment of Charity; yet the certainty ofthe finners Abſolution with God in 
"  Meaven depends only upon the inward rea] fincerity-of his Repentance, and conſequent- 
& upon the approving of it by his future eonverſation 3 and therefore God Almighty, 
o only knows what the one is at preſent, and what the other will be, can be a compe- 
nt judge of it. And certainly tis enough for ſuch a Penitent if he be ſecured at laſt of 
Witrivg into the Kingdom, of heaven, though he has very rarely,ifat all,the preſent com« 
\ Þrtable experience and aſlurance of it on a death. bed repentance, which indeed is re- 
 T@cv'd as the reward of a conſtant virtuous and holy life, 
2 Bucthough what'l have ſaid be enough to conclude a death- bed repentance infinite- 
hazardous, and therefore hugely unfi: for any wiſe man to depend upon ; yet it wil 
vt be ſufficient to prove it abſolutely impoſſible, No ſober man certainly would hazard 
Is life upon the chance of a Die, when tis a thouſand to one but he miſcarries ; or ven* 
| We into acrazy Gockboat out of a ſound Ship, when tisbut barely poſlible he may be 
"ved; and yet no wiſe man neither but will allow a poſſibility of being ſav'd both for 
"He one and the other: and it is only this bare poſſibility of a death-bed repentance that 
m now pleading for, = 
XZ And that this pcflibiliry was produced into a&, and ſo rendered very probabte alloin 
1 Fhe caſe of this pecſon here before us,will beſt be judged by the marks I am now to give 
You of the ſincerity of his repentance; for which I an in the next place to account, 
X 3+ And twas the power of the Divine grace, and of that only , that brake 
*Wbrough all theſe obſtacles that 1 have now mentioned 3 that God ( who is a 
} $3od of infinite compaſſion and forbearance ) allowed him leiſure and op- 
Portunitie for repentance; that he awakei'd him from his ſpititual {lumber by 


F< 


al 
LN | +: 
VANE = 


% ( I2 ) 
for his worldly afairs,% yet not to be difirafted or diverted by them from the thought 
of a better world;rhat lengthened out his day of grace, and ac-ompanied the ordinan'$ 
Frueans of ſalvation, and the weak miniftry ofhis Word , with the convincing and over.” 
ruling power of his Spirit to his conſcience; which Word of God became to him guicky 
powerful, ſharper than any two- edged ſword, piereing even t6 the dividing aſunder of bir ſoul 
ſpirit and at _ the Spirit of God witneſſed to bi ſpirit, that now he was become one ofthY*!* 
obildren of God, E 
.'. Now Fro Thief upon the Croſs (an inftance too much abuſed) was therefore acce F" 
Pted, becauſe accompanied with all the effeCts of a ſincere Convert, which his condition: 
was capable of; as confeſſion of Chriſt inthe midſt of che blaſphemies of Phariſees, and 3 
his own lewd companion, and defertion even of Chrifts Diſciples ; if his repentance bt; 
therefore judged real , becauſehe ſeems to be more concern'd in the remembrance } 
Chriſt's future Kingdom chan his own death 3 if S. P2ul was approved by the fame mort ® 
abundantlabours, which he commended in the Corir.8hians , yea whas zeal ? what fear! 
what vebement defire? 2 Cor, 7, 11.1 think 1 (hall make it appear , that the repentance | | 
'this Perſon-was accompanied with the like hopeful ſymptom: 31nd | am ſoſerfible ofthu. * 
awful preſence both of God and man before whom | ſpeak, who are ealily able to diſco 
ver my failings, that 1 ſhall not deliver any thing, but what | know to bea ftriQt and are? 
ligious truth. 3 
Upon my firſt viſit to him, (May 26.) juft at his return from his journey out of the; 
Weſt, he moſt gladly received me, ſhew*'d me extraordinary reſpe&s upon the ſcore 
mine Office, thank'd God, who bad iz mercie and goed providence ſent me to him who ſ» mu) | 
needed my prayers and counſels, acknowledging bw unworthily heretofore be bad treated thi he 
order of men, reproaching them that they were proud, and propheſied only for rewards ; but nin. 
he bad learnt bow to value them; that be eſteem'd them tbe ſervants of the meft HighGod , whi 5 
were to ſbew to him the way to everloſting lifes 
At the ſame time found him labouring under ftrange trouble and conflits of mind, : 
his ſpirit wounded, and his conſcience full of terrors. Upon his journey he told me, þ: } 
bad been arguing with greater vigour againſt God and Religion than ever be had done in bir lifi q 
time before, and that he was reſolved to run *em down with all the argument and ſpite in th 
world; but, like the great ConvertS, Paw!, be found it bard to kich againft the pricks, Fa &; 
God at thattime had ſo ſtruck his heart by his immediate band, that prefently he argv 
ed as ftrongly for God-and virtue, as before ke had done againſt it. That God ſtrangely 
opened his heart. creating in his mind moſt awful and tremendous thoughts & Ideas d ; 
the Divine Majefty,with a delightful] contemplation of the Divine Nature & Attribute, ; 
and of the lovelineſs of Religion and Virtue. Tnever(faid he)was advanced thus far toward! 7 
199 bhoppineſs in my life before, tho upon the commiſſions of ſome fins extraordinary I have had ſom. A 
WE - checks and warnings conſiderable from within , but ftill firuggled with them; and |; ' 
i wore them off again, The moft obſervable that | remember was this : One day at 1 | 
77 Atheiflical Meeting , at a perſon of Dwalities ] undertook, io manage the Cauſe , and wil 
| the principal Diſputant againſt God and pity, and for my performances received thi” 
[.) applauſe of. the whole company; upon mbieh my. mind was terribly firuck, and Timmediatt)? 
lh) reply tbus-t0 myſelf. Good God! that a Man, that walks upright, that ſees the wonderſu) * 
Li. Porky of Gd , and bas. the uſe of bis ſenſes and reaſon, ſhould uſe 1hem 10 the defying of bi, 
—— dat tho this: mat a-oned heciammag tomards my Converſionto find my Conſcience touch 
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hn l for my fins , yet it went off again 3 11:9, all my tife lang Thad a ſecret value and reverenter jor 
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honeft man, and lov'd Morality in others, But T had form'd an odd Schime of Religivn 10 
ſelf , which would ſolve all that God or Conſcience might force upon me, yet I was not ever 


F/! reconciled to the buſineſs of Chriſtianity, nor bad that reverence for the Goſpel of Chriſt as 
E ought to have, Which eſtate of ming continucd, till the 534, Chapter of Tſaiab was read 


d him, ( wherein there is a livcly delcription of the Sufterings of our Saviour, and rhe 


\, Tnctirs thereof, )and ſome other poitions of Scripture 5 by the power and cfficacy of 
Which word, allified by his holy Spirit, God ſo wrought upon his heart , that he de- 
ard that the miſteries of the Poſſion appeared ſo clear and plain to bim , as ever any thing 
þ, $4 that was repreſeated in a gloſt; {o that that Joy and admiration, which poſſels'd his ſoul 
| Fon the reading Gods Word to him, was remarkab'e to <li about him; and he had fo 


*Huch delight in his Tefiimonics, thatin my abſence he begg?d his Mether and Lady 


) read the ſame to him frequently, ard was unfatisfied(noutwithſianding his great pains 


{ &d weakneſs ) till he had learn'd eſpecially the 53. of 1aiah without book. 


3 Art the ſame time, diſcourſing of his manner «life from his youth up, and which all 
co-Wen knew was too too much devoted to the ſervice of fin , and that the luſts of the fleſh, 


Io the eye , and the pride of life had captivated him : Hz was very large and particular 


his ackrowledgments about it, more ready fo accuſc himſelf then I vx any one elſe can 


'&; publicly c:ying out,O Blefſed God,can ſuch an horrid Creature as I am beaccepted by thee, 


Bo has deny'd thy Being, and contemn*d thy Power ? a5king often, Can there be mercy & par- 
S: f.r me ? Will Gcd own ſuch a Wretch as T1? and in the middle of his ficknels faid , ſpall 


"Be n1ſte akgble joys of Heaven be confer'd on me ? O Mighty Saviour ! never but through thine 
finite Love aud Sitisfaftion ! O never but by the purchaſe of thy Bloud ! adding, That with 


abherrency be did refle& upon bis former life 3 that ſincerely and from bis beart be did repent 


of 2ll that folly and madneſs which be bad comminted. 
F Indeed he had a true and lively ſenſe of Gods great rrercy to him in firiking his hard 
art, and laying his Conſcience open, which hitherto was def to all Gods calls and 


thods ſaying , if eþat God, who died for great as well as liſſer ſinner 1, did not ſpeedily ap- 


bis infinite merits 10 bis poor ſoul , bis wound was ſuch as no man could conceive or bear , 


ing out, that Þe was the vileft Wretch and Dog that the Sun ſhined upon, or the earth bore, 
Wt now be ſaw bis error in not living up to that Reaſon which God endued him with, and 
Which be unwerthily vilify'd and contemn*d , wiſh'd he bad been a ſtarving Leper crawling 


a ditch, that he had been a Link-boy or a Begger, or four his wh.le life time confin'd to a 


| S1gc0n, rather then thus to bave ſinn'd againſt bis God, 
'" Þ How remarkable was his Faith, in a hearty embracing and devout confeſſion of all 


4 e Articles. of our Chriſtian Religon, and all the Divine miſteries of the Goſ- 
"W' ? ſaying, that that abſurd and fooliſh Philoſophy , which the world ſo much admired, 
Mp «gated by the latc Mr. Hobbes, and others , bad undone him and many more , of the biſt — 


is in the Nation , who without Gods great mercy to them, miay never,' I bclicve , 
ain ſuch a Repentance- 

| muſt not omit to mention his faithtul.adherance to, & cafting himſel{ entirely upon, 
e mercies of [cſus Chriſt, and the free grace of God, declared to repenting ſinners 
rough him 3 with a thankful remembrance of his Lite, Death and Reſaricaion; begging 
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' His mighty love #nd eſteem of the holy Scriptures, his reſolutions to read. them (re 4 
nuently , and meditate upon them if God ſhould ſpare him , having already taſted th hh 


good Word : for having ſpoken to his heart he acknowledged , all the ſeeming abſurd;l 


: . *Þcca h 
tier and contradiGions therof, fancied by yen of corrupt and reprobate judgments , were vaniſh,” 


; x ; ny on 

ed ,and 1h: excellency and beauty appeared, being come to receive the trutb in the love of it, Ro 
His extaordinary fervent Devotions, in his frequent Prayers of his owr, molt excellen# hs. 

> 


an conct; amonegſtthe reſt, for the King, in ſuch a manner as became a dutifwl ſub, oft p 
3z& and a truly gratcful Servant, for the Church and Nation, for ſome particular Relati.! pon | 
| ons, and then for all Men 3 his caillng frequently upon me at all hours to pray with hin? vil vil 
or read the Scriptures to him 3 and towards the end of his ſickneſs would heartily defi 


God to pardon by infirmities, if he ſhould not be ſo wakeful and intent through the whole ann 4 EE 
as be wiſhed to be 3 and that tbo the fl.ſh was weakyet 1be ſpirit was willing , and boped Gi FF; b, 


| would accept that, Þextd 

BY His continual invocation of Gods grace, and holy Spirit to ſuſtain him, to keep hin. ſpake 
TRY from all cvil thoughts, from a)l temptat.ons and Diabolical ſuggeſtions, and every thing 5 hope ( 
108 which might be prejudicial to that religious temper of mind, which God had now (i * Lik 
| Happily endued him withal), erying out, one night eſpecially, hw terribly the Temper dil _y 


aff ult bim , by cafting upon him lewd and wicked imaginaticns , but I thank God ( (aid ho [4 


: : j '” 
ebbur them all, and by the power of his grace, which I am ſure is ſufficient for me , T have over mo 
come them 3 1is the malice of ihe Devil, becauſe Tam reſcu'd from bim 3 aud the goodneſs of Gul} imſe } 


. that frees me frem all my ſpiritual enemies, Wd 
Hts great joy at his Ladies eouverſion from Popery to the Chinch of En lazd ( being * on of 
zs hetearm'd it, A fation ſupported cnly by Fraud and Cruelty, ) which was by her don APR 
with dcliberation and mature judgments, the dark mifts of which have for ſome month: ? His 
betore been breaking away, but now cleared , by her receiving the bl. {2d Saeramen * utif 
with her dying Husband , at the receiving of which no man could expreſs more joy an! ? 7 oy 
devotion than he did ; and having handled the word of life , and fcen the tal vation « * vo ob 
God, in the preparation of his mind, he was now ready ts depart i# peace, &.4 ba 
His hearty concern for the pious Education of his Children , wiſhing that his Sou'migh ? His 
never be a Wit, that is,(as he himſelf explain'd it, Jane of thoſe wretched Creatures who pri | ihox 
themſelves in abuſing God and Religion, denying bis Being, or his Providence, but that be miglt rayer 
become an Honeft and Religious man, which could only be the ſupport and bleſſing of bis F ani 
ly; complaining what @ vicious and naughty world they were brought in40, and that no Fo * 
2unes or Hononrs were comparable to the Love and Favour of God to them, in whoſe Namett 
W bleſſed them , pray'd for *'em, and committed thern to his ProteQion. 7 
bv His firict charge to thoſe perſons, in whole cuſtody his Papers were, 29 bure all bi$ 
1 Fig prophane and lewd Writings, as being only fit to promote Vice and Immorality, by which he hl; | 
mz /o highly offended God, and ſhamed and blaſpbemed that Holy Religion into which he bad beau ? ient 
307 Baptiz'd, & all by obſcenc and filthy Pillures , which were ſo notoriouſly ſcandalous. X& uſe 
| 4 His readineſs to make reſtitution to the utmoft of his power to all perſons whomh® 
© hadinjur'dz and for thoſe whom he could not make a compenſation to, he prayei} 


1 for Gods, and their pardons. His remarkable juſtice in taking all poſſible care for the pay 
(WM. incnt of his debts, which, before, he confeſſed he had not ſo fairly and effecyally don 
ts. Hina ive all Injuries done againſt him,ſome more particulary!mention'l 
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How tender and concein'd was he for his Servants ahout him in his extremitics 
"Mnanifcſted by the beneficence of his Will to them, ) pitying their troubles in watching 
Svich him, and attending him, treating them with candor and kindneſs, as if they had 
*DÞcen his Intimates ! 

How hearty were his endeavours to be ſerviceable to thoſe about him, exhorting them 
0 the fear and love of God, and to make a good uſe of bis forbearance and leng-ſuffering to (it- 
Fers , which ſhould lead them to repentance; And here I wuft not paſs by his pious and 
"Fol! pallionate exclamation to a Gentleman of ſome character, who came to viſit him 


y | Þpon his Dcath-bed ; O Remember that you contemn God yo more, He 14 an avenging God, & 

| ” Pill vifit you for your fins > will in mercy, T bope, touch your conſcience ſooner or latter as he has 

= Tone mine; You and 1 have been Friends and Sinners together a great while , therefore Tam 
al) 


) Bbc more free with you 3 We bave been all miſtaken in our conceits and opinions z our perſia» 
Fons have been falſe and groundleſr, therefore God grant you repentance. And ſeeing him the 
Þext day again, he (aid to him, Perhaps you were diſobliged by my plaine(s to you yeſterday 3 
J poke the words of truth and ſoberneſs to you, and ( ſiricking his hand upon his brelt ) ſaid, 
JI hope God will rouch your beart, | 
0 Y Likewiſe his Commands to me , to preach abroad and to let all men know ( if they knew 
p ag not already, ) how ſeverely God bad diſciplin'd him for bis fins by biz affiing hand that his 
12) ferings were maſt juſt, tho be had laid Ten thouſand times more upon him; how he had laid 
"10 Tre (tripe upon another becauſe cf his grievous provocattions , till he had brought him home to 
Got imſelf ; that in bis former viſitations he bad #03 that bleſſed effeft he was now [enſible of , He 
, Sad formerly looſe thoughts and ſlight reſolutions of reforming, and deſign'd to be better , becauſe FRA 
ein; Wen the preſent conſcquences of ſis were ſtill peſtering him and were ſo troubleſome and incon- Wi 
don FHerient to him; bat that #ow he had other ſentiments of things y and ated apon oper principles. [F 
Intl F His willingneſs to dye, if it pleaſed God, reſigning bimſelf always to the Divine diſpoſal 
nenl *: ut if God ſhould ſpare him yet F longer i11me bere, he hoped to bring glory to the name of God 
 anl #: tbe whole courſe of bis life, and particularly by bis endeavours t0 convince others, andto aſ- | 
n 0 Fere them of the danger of their condition., if they continued impennent , and bow graciouſly 
$04 bad dealt with him | | | _ 
Þ His great ſenſe ofhis obligations to thoſe excellent men, the Right Reverend my Lord 
pri Siſhop of Oxford, and Dr. Marſhal, for their charitabic and fiequent Vilits to him, and 
nigh raycrs with him and Dr, Burnet, who came on purpoſe from Loxdon to fee him, who 
an ere, all very ſervicable to his Repentance, ” : 
Þ His extrarodinary duty aid reverence to his Mother, with All the grateful reſpe&s to BYE 
Fr imaginablc, and kindneſs to his good Lady, beyond exprethion, ( which may well WB 
TShance ſuch-a loſs ro them, ) ard to his Children, obliging them with all the eadear- 
\Hecnts that a good: Husband or a tender Father could beftow. =. 
To conclude theſe Remarks, I ſhall only read to you his dying Remomſirance ,fuk- } 
iently atteſted and fign?d by his own hand , as his cruel ſenſe, ( which] hope may "Ii 
uſcfal for that good end he deſign'd it, .) in manner and form following, - | 


mk 

ayell Or the benefia of all theſe whom I may have drawn into (in by my example and ercouragee : | 
Py «ment, I leave to the world thu my loft Declaration , which 1 deliver in the- preſenee of the 
One 


Met God, who knows the ſ,erets of all begrt#, and before whim Tam now appearing to be 


| _ ( 16 F 
” That from 'the bottom of my ſoul 1 deteſt and abbor the whole courſe of my former wich: 
Hife; that T think I can never ſufficiently admire the goodneſs of God , who has given me a tif: þ1 
# ſenſe of my pernicious Opinions aud vile Pratices, by whichI bave hitherto lived with 
' Hope, and without God in the world; bave been an open Enemy to Feſus Chriſt, doing 
" #tmſt deſpite to the holy Spirit of grace. And that the greateſt reftimony of my Charity | 
ſuch , is to warn em in the Name of God , and as they regard the welfare of their Inmori 
Souls , no more to deny bjs Being, or bis Providence, Or deſpiſe bis Goodneſs ; xo more t0 mi 
a mock of Sin , or contemn the pure and excellens Religion of my ever Bleſſed Redeemer , thi 
Thoſe Merits along, T, one of the Greateſt of Sinners , do yer bope for Mercy and Forgiuent® 
Amen. q 
Declared and Sign'd in the preſence of 
ANNE ROCHESTER, F. ROCHESTER. 
Robert Parſons: Fune 19 1680, 


And now I cannot but mention with joy and admitation that ſieddy temper ſe 
mind, which he enjoy'd through the whole courſe of his {icknels and Repentancez whic] 
muſt proceed not from a hurry and perturbation of mind or body, ariling from the fe 
of Death, or dread of Hell only , but from an ingenious love to God, and an uvifon 


{ regard to Virtue, (ſuituable tv that ſolemn declaration of his, 7 wonld not commit the | 

Fin to gain a Kingdom, ) with all poſſible ſymptoms of a laſting perſeverance in it, if Gy 
ſhould have reftored him, To which may be added his comfortable perſwaſions 
God's accepting him to his mercy, ſaying three or four days before his death, I ſhall dit 
But Oh , what unſpeakable glories do T ſee ! what joys, beyond theught or expreſſion , am I ſe? 
ſible of | I am aſſured of Gods mercy to me through Feſus Chrift, Oh bow | long to die and 1 
with my Saviour ! | 

The time of his Sickneſs and Repentance was juſt nine weeks 5 in all which time Iu. 
was fo much maſter of his reaſon, and had ſo clear an underſtanding, ( faving 30 hou 
about the midgle of it, in which he was deljrous,)) that he never difated or (poke mg 
compoſed in his life ; and therefore if any ſhall corinue to ſay , his Picty was the effect 
madneſs or vapours3 let me tell them, *is highly ditingenſous, and that the aſſertion 
as ſilly as it is wicked. And morcoyer that the force of what I have delivered may 10% 
be evaded by wicked men, who are reſolv'd to harden their hearts maugre all Convilt 
ons, by ſaying , This thing was done in a corner , 1 appeal, for the truth thereof, toil 
forts of perſons who in conſiderable numbers viſited and attended him, and more pari 
cWary to thoſe eminent Phyſicians who were near him, and converſant with him In 'v 
whole courſe cf his tedious ſickneſs; and who, if any, are competent judges of a Phil 
ſy or delirium. pe 
There are many. more excellent things in my abſence which have occafionally dro 

from his mouth, that will not come withkn the narrow compaſs of a Sermon 3 theſe,1 hojj 
will ſufficiently prove what I produce them'for. And if any ſhall be fii!} unſatisficd het 
in ig this hard=hearted generation , it matters not, let them at their colt be Unbelicv 
Ril!, ſo long as this Excellent Penitent enjoys the.comfort of his Repentance. And no 
from all theſe admirable ſigns we have great reaſon to believe comfortably , that 
Repentance was real, atd'his End happy z and accordingly 'imitate the neighbours a 


For ſo we muf learn, like the Ambaſſadors toſome new Prince , to turn our con- 
cd olances into congratulations , in conformity to a heavenly example; For there 5 j»yM 
n heaven over one Sinner that repents s : 8 
hi 1, A joy to God the Father, who has folemnly ſworn , that he delights 124 in the death 
: lhf 2 ſinner , but rather that be ſhould repent and live , who would bave all men to be [aved, {| 
t Wome 1s the knowledge of the ruth. | | 
2 A joy to God the Son, that good ſhepherd, mention'd in the veile before my | 
ext, who left the ninety and nine juſt perſons in the wilderneſs , and went aftiy that which 
45 loſt, till be had found it; and when he had found ityhe laid it on bis ſpoulders rejoyceing ; 
nd whes be cometh home , he calls together his friends and his neighbours C on heaven an 
Srth ) ſaying unto them , Rejeyce with me, for T bave found my ſh:ep which was lo{t, 
3, A joy to God the Holy Ghoſt, after he had been ſo often griev'd, fo deſpirefully treated, 
d ſo long reſted, 
3 And 4. a joy to the whole Court of Heaven # tbe preſence of the holy Angels , v, 10, 
bole miniſftring Spirits , ſent forth to miniſter to thoſe who ſhould be heirs of ſalvatiog . to 
> that now at laſt their labour is aot in vain in the Lord, but that there is one more 
pjet gained to the obedience of their and our common Lord » deliver*d from the fla» 
ry, and admitted to fill up the vacancy of Apoftate Spirits, | 
And as our enNirwpe , Our proper or natural Citizenſhip or converſation is in heaven ; 
ſhould our joys too be confortmable to thoſe of our fellow-citizens. And therefore 
e&r the Relations and friends of this great Perſon have paid their natural tribute of 
rs to ſo near a relation, they ſhould then turn their ſorrows into joys, by the com« 
fable conſideration of his being a Penitent upon earth, and a Saint in heaven, 
Thus hs dear Mother ſhould rejoyce, that the Son. of her love and of her fears as 
Il as her bowcl: , is now born again into a better world z adoptcd by hls heaveniy 
TT cr, and gone before her to take poſſifiion of an eternal inheritance. 
Þ. His truly loveing Conſort ſhould rcjoyce, that God has been fo gracious to thera 
gh, as at the ſame time to give him a ſight of his errors in point of Practice, and her felt 
vt altogether without his means & endeavours) a ſight ot hers in point of Faith, And 
y, conſidering the great prejudices & dangersot the Roman Religion, I think I may 
that there is joy in heaven, & ſhould be on earth, for Her converſion, as well as His, 
« His Noble aud moſt hopeful Ifne ſhould rejoyce , as their years arc capable 3 not 
a dear and loving Father has left them , but that ſince he muſt leave thern, he has 
them the example of a Penitent , and not ofa Sinner 3 the Blefſing ot a Saint, in re- 
mending them to an All.ffficient Father , and not entailinyg on them the fatal 
ſe that attends the poſterity of the wicked and impenitent. 
. All good men ſhould rejoycc, to ſee the triumphs of the Croſs in theſe latter 
, ard the words of divine wiſdom and power. And bad mza.certainly , when e- 
hey conſider it, are moſt of all conccrn*d to joy and rejoyce in it 3 as a condemui'd 
faQor is to hear that a fellow-criminal h2s got his pardoy, and that he may do io 
t he ſpeedily ſue for it. | | 
nd this joy of all will ill be the greater , if we compare it wjth the joy torr? 
the caſe of [uit perſons , that need no Repentance,. viz. that need not {1c"1 a (0- 
af extraordinary Repentance, or the who!e change cf heart and mind , as great 
rs rs do ; and of this my Text pronounces. that theres 
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F (18) 
ne ſuch ſinner that truly repenteth, than there is over ninety &* nine juſt perſons that need yy 
ſuch repentance, And the reaſon we may conceive to be thisz that finee all Joy ariſes {ron 
FAdmiration and Surprize, as from ſomething that is new and unexpectcd: 2ccordingd 
*1y the Joy that proceeds from the repentance & new lite of a notorious {inner, mult nec/l 
be greater then that which riſes from the coiſttant picty ofa good m n, which we hy} 
ſcen every day : as a reſurretion from the dead is more remarkable then our firfi lik 
Beſides , that ſuch a Penitents former ſailing £, arc ordinarily the occafion of a prea 
and more aQive picty afterwards 3 as our Convert earnclily wiſht, That God wauld.j} 
Pleaſed to ſpare him but one year more , that 14 that be might honour his Name proportionally 
to the diſhonour done to God in his whole life paſt, Ard we ſce St, Paul laboured my) 
aboundantly than all the Apoſilcs in the planting of the Church, becaufz he had rage} 
moſt furiouſly before in the deftrufion of it 3 and our Saviour himf.It ccl1s us, that! 
whom much is forgiven they will love much , but 10 whom little # forgiven they wi!l 1 
littlez and we know, a Commander will love a Soldier more that rcdcems his fy 
mer cowardiſe , by doing ſome brave and daring aRioa , then him, who ncver hg 
that taint vpon him, but yet never atchicved any thing remarkables A husbaj'? 
man more rejoyccs at the improvement of briars and thorns into an cxce!llent cr 
from which once he had but little expeRation3 than for ſuch a ſoil as was rewarts 
ble neither for the one or the other. | d, 
Tis certainly the more ſafe, indeed the only ſafe way to be conſtantly virtuons, wt 
he that is wiſe indeed, i. e. wiſe unto ſalvation, will endeavour tO be one of thoſe th 
need norepentance 3 1mean that entire and whole work of beginning a new, but will dn 
out the ſame thred through his whole life, and not let the Sun go down upon ani 
his ſins 3 but then the other repentance is the more remarkable, and whereit is rea} 
more effe&ual, to produce a fervent and a fruitful piety; beſides the greater glory 
God in theinfluence of the example, Which may probably be a farther reaſon of 1 
exceſſive joy of Ange]sIt the converfion of luch a Sinner 3 becauſe they , who are b:* 
ter acquainted with Kumane nature than wez and knowing it apt, like the Phariſes,'® 
demand afign from heaven, for the reformation of corrupted cuftoms ; they diſc 
too , that ſuch deſperare ſpiritual recoveries, will ſeem {o many openings of the heave 
in the deſcent of the holy Dove, viſibly to the tanders by; aid accordingly will: lf 
the greater influence upon them, And tis this in the laſt piace, that lam to. rec 
mend to all that hear me this day, L 
And having thus diſcharg'd the office of an Hiftorian , in a faithfulrepreſentation® 
the repeatance and converſion of thisgreat Sinner give me leave now to beſpeakj® 
as an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, and in his name earneſtly pcr/wade you to be reconcil'® 
bim, and to follow this Illuftrious perſons, not in his Sins any more, but in his ſor 
for them, and his forſaking tiem. 1 hope better thin_s of you, my brethren , ti! 
think that all that now hear me, have need of fuch a repentance, tho al have nel 
ſome, and the beltare moſt ſenſible of it- But if there be any in this place, or eſcvif 
who have been. drawn into a complacency or pratice of any kind of fin from his exani 
letih ſeeſpecially be perſwaded to bregk «F their ſins by repentance, by the ſame exar)/ 
that as he has been for the fall,ſo he may be now for the riſmg again of many in iſrael; 0 
knows there are to many that are wiſe enough to diſcern &fcllow the examples 
br LA DLL ipples they haye no power; like thoſe abſurd flatte: 6:8 


l 

2d of, who could imitatePlatoin his 5... in his ftammering, & 4lexandey 
egreat inthe bending of his neck8c(hrilneſs of his voice, but either could not oc would 

IP i itate them jn ary of their perfeRions; or like to thoſe bad ftomachs, that delight 
Wd-rt & charcoal, but navſeate ſavory & wholſome food. Such as theſe Lwould beſeech, 
Wtheir cooler (caſons, to ak themſelves that queſtion, IYbat fruit had you in thoſe things 
erevf you are n.w aſhimed,for the end of theſe things is death? And if ary incourage them - 
ves In their wickedneſs from this examplie,reſolving however to enjoy the goug things 

at are preſent; to fill themſelves with coſtly wines , and tolet wo part of pleaſure paſs by them 
taſted, ſuppoſing with the Goſpel rich man that when one comes to them from the dead, 
enSicknets or old Age, approaches that then they will repent; let ſuch as theſe conſider 

e dreadful hazard they run by ſuch pernicious counſels, It may be ( and it is but juſt 
ch God ic ſhould be) that whilſt they are making proviſions for the fleſh tofulfil theLuſts 
reof, and are (ſaying to their fou}s, Sow! thou haſt much goods Laid up for many years, theres 

e take thine eaſe, ead. drink, and be merry; perhaps juft then at the ſame time the hand 

God may be writing upon the Walls of their hebitations that fatal ſentence, Thow 
| this night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee, and then whoſe ſpall all thoſe things be, which 

"Tao: baſt provided? And what (ad reflections mult ſuch a one needs make upo1 his own 
ily, when he ſees that all that mirth and eaſe which he has promiſed himſelf for fo 
any years, muſt heatan end ina very few hovur+? and not only fo, but that mirth 

md into howlings, and that eaſe into « bed of flames; when the ſoul muſt be torn 

ay On a ſudden from the things ir \oved, & go wheie it will hate tolive, & yet cannot 
e Andwere it not betrer for us to embrace cordiaily the things which belong to our 
erlafting peace, before they are bid from oureies ? Weeir not better for us all to be 
iſe betimes by preveiting ſuch a danger, then to open vur eies,as the unhappy rich man 
d, when we arc in the place of torment? 

Be perſwaded then with humble, perItent and obedient hearts to go out of your fin- 

l {elves and meet the bleſſ-d Feſas, who is row on the way, and comes to us in the 

TÞifon 2nd in the bowsls of a >aviour, woing ts to accept thoſe ealie conditions of Par- 
Hen and peace offer'd in his holy G fpel, rather then to ſtay till he become our Ad» 
rfary and our Judge to, when he will deliver uf over to the tor mentors, till we bave paid 
2 ut rermoſt fartbing, I, E. to all ecernity: whentho'e who have made a mock at fin all 
eir lives, and laugh'd at the preteadel chears of Relipion and its Priefts, ſhall find 
emſelves at laſt the greateſt tovls, and the mf ſadly cheated in the world; for God 
ill then laugh at their ca/amity, a;d mock when their fear cometh, when it cometh as deſolati. 

, and their deftruGion as a whirlwind, And lince they would not ſuffer his Mercy tores 
ace over his Juſtice, nor cauſe any Joy in heaven, as the Text mentions, in their Con= 
erfion; his Juſtice will certainly rejoice over his mercy, and cauſe joy in heaven ( as it 
id at thefall ofBaby{on.which wou!d not be cnred,Rer,1g.1.Yintheir confuſion. And O 
ar there were ſuch a heart jn them, that they would conlider this betimes. that in the 
ic ſt cftheir carnal jollities they would but veuchafe one regard to what may happen 
ereaſter, and what will Certain'y be the end of theſe things, * 

For however the fruits of fin may feem pleaſant to 1he eie and to be deſired , to make one 
em wiſe and witty to the world; yet alas, they are all but empty and unſatisfaQory at 
reſ@1t , and leave a mortal {tinz behind them, and bitterneſs in the end like che _ St 

abn 


- _ 


| | (20) 

I bn ate, ( Kev- 10» 10, ) which in his mouth ws ſweet as boney, but as ſoon as be bad iff x; hs tr 
ben it , bis belly WaT bitter, And tho God ſhould pleaſe at laſt to bring men back in thei,,, is fre 
fold age from their ſinful courſes , by 2 Py of weepirg 3 tO pluck them as fire- branlM1. «< nec 
our of everlaſting burnings 3 Jet if men conſider how rate and diſi:ult a thing it is ti 1, abo 


F be born agein when one 1s old, how many Pangs and violences co nature there mu)... 
* off the habits and inclinations © old (ins : as difficult (faith the Pro 


needs be, to Pi ; old [ins * as bo 
phet ) -5 for the Leopard to change bis ſpot 5,07 the Ethjoptan bis Skins and then when that 27 
dure , what ſcars and weakneſs evena Cure muſt leave behind ; | fay , he that duly. pd 
contiders this, will think It better toſecure his alvation, and ail his preſent true com? oh 
forts , by preſerving his innocency, or alleviating his work by a daily repentance os E 4 
lefler failings, then to venture upon one ſingle chanceof a Death-bed repentance; whicF? - 
is.no more to be depcnded upon , for the perfor mance , Or acceptance, then 1t can er Moſes 
courage any man not to labour , becauſe Elias was fed by Ravens z Or the 1fraclite catt f 
with Manna from heaven, | i excly 
If then there be any \tho a'a5 that necd not be asked) that have mage the greatndl Fetbr 
of their wit, or birth, or fortune, inftruments of iniquity to iniquity > It thern now cont ole: 
vert them in their own converſion, to that original "ble uſe for which God intcactly othe 
them, viz. to be inftraments righteouſneſs 41t0 bolineſs. ( of ( 
To theſe ſpecially that are thus great, rot only God. but this great Perſon alſo, ii<** 
my mouth, bcing dead yet ſpeaketh 3 tor as St, Paul ſeed more efpecial'y concern'd fol FY 
his brethren and kinſ{men according to the neſh; and even the rich man in hell, 1% Filth: 
faſficiently diſtrated by his 0wn ſufſexings, yet ſeems hugely deſirous that one migts 1s, 
be ſent from the dead to his brethren, that he might reflifie unto them , left they alſo com? mlc 
into that place of torment : S9 this illufizious Convert, aſter God had opcr?d his eyes '$ f 
to fee his tollies, was More cſpecially delirons of the alvation of thoſe that were his br [tit 
thren,tho_not in the leſh,yet in the greatneſs of their qualir y,& of their ſin*s paſſionatci'® wm 
wiſhing,that ell ſc, were not only almeft,but altogether fuch as be now was, ating his bodij 2 Tis 
>MiQions; and of great force, mcthinks, ſhould the 2\monitions of a dying friend bY {c 
i bogrolous Micoael de Montaigne reckons him the bett Phy ſician , who himlelt *. 
haFthe diſeaſe which he pretends to Cure; and bchold a greater than he 1ays to Y th 
Peter, when t104 art converted, ſtrengthen tby bretbren > which aſſures us, that they which] re 
have themſelves bcen in a condition to need a remarkable converlion, are not incapabl'y F 


thereby, but obliged, and the better qualificd for ſuch a charitable work. 

Now theſe eſpecially I would beſ:ech, as the Minilier of Chrift, and as ſuch, tbo 
are reviled we bleſs, tho we are defamed we intreat, tO ſuffer the word of Exhortatuon » this 
they would nut terminate their cyes upon the outward pomp and pageantry that as 
tends them, as the vulgar Jews did upon their Rites and Ceremonies 3 but (as the wil 
Iſraclites, whe elicem'd thoſe glittering forma)ities as the Types and Images of heaven" 
ly things,) be quickened by them to the ambition of original honours, and future glor\, * 
How much were it to be wilh'd, that ſuch perſons eſpecially would be followers ol Goly 
and goodneſs, Gnce whether they will or no men will be followers of them 3 all of then'3 
according to their reſpeaive magnitudes, like Stars, caſting a good Or bad influent.” 
upon their inferiors, and not only lo, but oftentimes upon their ſuperiors t00 3 a5 the. | 
oxrupt blood in the fect, in the counle of its circulation,aſter ſome time paſlcs upward 
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| (21) 
i e# ſe is true, an eminent ſation is liable to ſeveral miſchicfs, from which a mexnenndi. 
a is free 53 but the God of order, who has made dignity in placey, and affl iznce of 
"Yes neceflary tothe wor'd, has proportion'd his ſipports : and if the inci:zem:n's to 
5 do aborwnd unto the rich and noble, tz grace of G @, it they are careful co improve ir, 
NY much mare abound, both to Gods glory and their own, Taus it the temptations of 
+ at pcrior's be more, and greater, than thoſe of interiors 4 their ab lities ani under- 
re ndings are ordinarily greater too: & it they lie more op:n to the aſſaul's of the D. v*!, 
ny have generally greater lagucitics to torclee the danger, S& more powerful alſ}.tances 
« (0 through it.” Nor ts Picty inconuttent with greatneis, any more than it i5 with Pos 
hol but is the beſt foundation and ({ceurity both to th: one and the Otcr, Tc breeding 
Moſes at Court, without doubt contributed much even to his Religious performances, 
catt ſo far, as to make them more uſetul and exemplary ro others s but then he was 
l ercly virtuous all the while, az well whilſt reputed the Son of Pharaoh's daughter, 
tne etbro's Son in law, The Prophet T/azzh was N phe w to a King, and bred, 45 is 
col poled in the Court z whence we may obterve his (iyle is more majeltick than 
.0:MF other Prophets 3 as that of the great Door cf the Gentiles, who was bred at the 
of Gamaliel, is than the othcr Apoſtles 3 God making ule of the natur:l tempers and 
cations of men, to be afhifiing-to-ſupcrnatural purpo!es, 
2c tind Chriſtians in Ceſar's houſhold as ſoon as any where elſe in Rowe 5 and when 
EF iltjanity had once gain'd Conftanizne, it fpred it {elf farther over the Empite in a few 
38:5, than before it had done in ome Centuries: as waters running downwards ſpred. 
mſclves freer, then when forced upwards againſt nature, S.nce then ſo much mif. 
f depends upon Illuſirious examples, will it not better become men to draw the 
Ititude after them to heaven, by their picty, than by infectious guilts be at the head 
dB miſcrable company of the Damn'd ? 
FTis this piety, a timely and an exemplary piety, that will perp:tuate to men of birth 
a fortunes, their Honore, and their Eitates too, as well by deriving oa them the bleſ= 
fine of God, whois the true fountain of honor 3 as by creating an aw and a reverence 
ag them from all orders of men, even to many generations 3 a reverence which will 
rſh and lalting, when all the trophies of wit and gaity are Jaid in the duſt, *Tis 
picty that will be the guide of their youth, and ths comfort of their age for lengib 
Rays are in ber right band , and in ber left band riches and honor, *Tis this, and this 
only, that can make all out ward bleflings comfortable, and indeed bletftags, to us, by 
aking them the ſteps and means of atteIning the never fading honors and incompre- 
fible glorics of that Kingdom which is above 3 where there ſhall b2 no more ſin, 
ſickneſs, nor pair, nor tears, nor death, but we ſhall reſt from our labours, and our 
Mrks ſhall follow us, 
Wato which God of his infinite mercy bring us, for the merits anil for the mediation 
eg eſw Chriſt our Saviour; to whom with the Father aud Holy Spirit, let us aſcribs 
Praiſc and Adoration, now and for ever. Amen. 


THE END 
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To the Right Honourable 


' ANNE, and ELIZABETH, 


DOWAG E RCOUNTESSES of 


| ROCHESTER, 


Right Honoutab'e , 


Our Ladiſhips , or any elſe, cannot think metner 
| of this performance than 1 my ſelf do ; for heſsdes 
| the great burry and diſorder that I was in upon! 
be loſs of ſuch a Patron as my Lord, 1 am ſufficiently con-' 
cious how unfit 1 am to appear in public, eſpecially upon 
uch a nice and great Subjef. As bis Lordſhips particular 
ommands brought me to the Pulpit, ſo Tours only bave' 
rought me to tbe preſs, And therefore | hope, whatever us 
age the following Diſcourſe may meet with abroad; 1 ſhall 
plways find a ſhelter in your L adiſhipr Favours» and the. 
rather, becauſe you can, bo th of you, largely atteſt the truts. 
| A 2 | .0}- 


| of moſt of he remarkable Occurrences that I bave taken ul 
Ezce of during: his Lordſpips penitential ſickneſs, I ſha: 


| adde nothing more,but wiſh You may never forget the good 
| neſs of Almighty God, whothrough this whole melauch 
| ty Scene)bas /ignalized bis good providenzes to Tou bothfs 
Fandthat Tou may ev:r live under the ſpecial proteffions 
' thereof ,is the conſtant prayer of EI 


Your HONOURS ., 


þ 


Moſt Faithful and moſt 
obedient humble Servaat , 


b Adderbu ry, Avg. 30- 


ROBERT PARSONS. | 
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ay unto you that likewiſe joy ſhall be in heaven over one (nncr that Veffuteth, more than over R 

i ninetie and nine Juſt perſons tht need no repentance, | 


F ever there were a ſubje& chit might deſerve and exhaift a!l the treaſures of reit- 
gious eloquence in the deſcription of fo great a man, and fo great a finner as now * 
lies before us; together with the wonde:s ofthe Divine goodneſs, in making bim 
great a Penitent; |thinkthe preſent occaſion affordsone as remarkable as any placeoc 
can produce. 
Indeed ſo great and full of matter it is , that tis tco big to ccme out of my mouth, 
d perhaps not allof it fit or needful ſoco do. The greatneſs of his parts are well enough 
bown, and of his Sins too well in the world; aid neither my capacity, nor expe: $ence 
r my profeſſion will allow me to be ſo proper ajudge, either of the one or the other. ; 
ly as God has been pleaſed co make me a long whi'e a fad Spe&ator , and a ſecret : 
ournec for his fins; ſo has he at laſt graciouſly heard the prayers of his neareſt Relations 
d crue Friends, for his converſion and repentancezand ts the good tidir gs of that eſpe= 
ally, what God has done for his ſoal, that Tam now to publiſh and tell abroad to the 
lorid, not only by the obligations of minz Offize, in which 7 had the honour to be a weak- 
Jinifter to ic, but by his own expreſs and dying commands, | ; 
{ Now alchough, to deſcribe this worthily , would require a wit equal to that withy | 
hich he lived, and a devotion too, equal co that with which he died, and to match ej« :; 
er will bea very hard tack; yet beſides that I am not ſufficient for thefe things, (forwho } 
2) and that my thoughts beve been rather privately bufied to ſecure a real repen- 
nce to himſelf , whi'ft living 3-chan to publiſh ir abroad to others in artificial dreſs 
ter he is dead ;1 (ay, befides ail this, I think I ſhall have leſs need to call in the aids” 
ſecular eloquence. The proper habit of Repentance is not fine linnen,or any delicate. 
Fray , ſuch as are uſed in the Court or Kings houſes , but Sackrcloath and Aſhzs: And 
eway which God Almighty takes to convey it , is not by the worde of mans wiſdume , ; 
ut by the plainneſs of his written Word, aflifted by the Inward power and demonſtra« : 
on of the Spirit : and the effe&s ic works , and by which it diſcovers it (elf, are not- 
y raptures of wit and fancy , but the moſt humble proftrations both of ſoul and ſpinit, 
nd the captivating all humane imaginations to the obedience of a deſpiſed Religion , | 
id a crucified Saviour, - 
| And ris in this array 1 intend to bring out this Penitent to you 3 an array which Lam! 
rehe more valued, and deſired co appear in, both to God and the World, than in all} 
je t1iumphs of Wit and Gallantry. And thercfore( waving, all theſe Rhetorical fipus 
hes, as beneath che ſolemnity of the o:cafion,and the majeſty of that great and weighs, 
y Truth 1 am now? to deliver ) 1 ſhall content my ſelf with che office of a plain Hiſtow! 
an, to relate faithfully and impartially what 1 ſaw and heard; eſpecially during his pes 
itential. ſoxroWs 4 which if all that heard me this day, had been ſp: Qators of , there 
7ould then have been no need of a Sermon to convince men, but every man ans) ,- 
\Þcenas muck a' Preacher to himſelf of chis truth, as | am, exccpt theſe forrows: And yet 
en:theſe ſorrows ſhould be turn'd into joys toogif we would only do what we pray fory 
hat the will of God moy bs done in carth,as it i in beaven: for (a our Blelled Lord iffrs 


4 + gl _—Y EY — 2 


- 


- — <OOANEGro re ann aut engua. 0 rt re i ELBA ont on Sens 


pe a 


« io < 


 us3Tſ:y wnto you , that likewiſe joy ſhall be in beaver over one ſinner Mat repenteth”, | 
From which | ſhallconſfider, 


1* The Sinner particularly that is before us, \ 
2+ The Repentanceof this Singer, together with the means, the time, and all prolif}, 
b'e fincerity of it. . 
| 3+ The joy that is in heaven, and ſhould te on earth, for the repentanceof this Sin 
4+ The compartive greatneſs and preeminence of this joy, on the account of qhis e 
2mple that is, and ſhould be for the repentance of this Sinner,-more then for the cc 
tant and uniforme virtuouſneſs of any good liver 3 which will naturally lead mie to 
Fifth and laſt particular, toa ſpecial addre{s or application to all that hear me tl 
they would all joyn in. this joy, in praiſe and thankſgiving to God for the convexfionſſ© 
+ this Sinner; and if there be any that have been like hio1 in their fans, that they wouf® 
F allo ſpeedily imitate him in their repentance. _ 
F And-firſt, let us contider the perſon before us, as he certainly was, a great Simng"* 
# But becauſe man was upright before he was a (inner, and ts meaſure the greatneſs Þ$ 
his fall, it will be neceſſary to take a view of that height from which he fell ; giver 
leave © go back alittle co look into the rock from which he was hewn, the Quali r 
Familie, Educaticn, and perſonal accompliſhments of this Great man. In doing of whi 
Ithink no man will'charge me with any defign of cuſtomary flattery , . or formality, fin$"} 
$ Tintend only thereby to ſhew the greatnels and unhappineſs of his foily, in the perveH 
+ ting ſo many excellent abilities and advantages for virtue and piety into the ſervice! 
fin 4. and ſo becoming a more univerſal , intinuating, and prevailing example of ir,$ti 
; As tor his Family, on both tides, from which he was deſcended , they were ſonfſh 
FT of the molt tamous in their generations. His Granfather was that Excellent and tit 
i ly great man, Charles Lord JJilmet , . Viſcount Athlone in Irelend, Henry his Fathg$( 
” who inherited the ſame Title and Greatne(s, was by His Jate Majeſty King CHAR Lint 
| the l. created Baron of Adderbury in Oxfordſhire, and by his preſeut Majeſty Earl of Rl 
| chefter. He was a man of lignal Loyalty and integrity indeed; and of ſuch Ceurafſ 
F* and Conduct in Military atfairs as became a great General, But my endeavours {H 
FF this kind are ſuperſeded , tho Ihad time, by my want of abilities to declare it worthÞu 
| ly, as well as by the notoriety of theſe feverals 5 and that perſon mufi be very ignoraſne 
of the late: Tranſactions in the three Kingdoms, andthe misfortunes of our preſeſſvi 
|} King , who underfiands not the fervice and value of that eminent Subje&t, His M@h 
| | ther ( of whom I might ſpeak great and worthy things, were it not that I avoid  thÞa 
| | impuration of flattery ) was the Relift of Sir Francis Henry Lee ct Ditchly in the Counic 
| of Oxford Baronet , Grandmother to the preſent Right Honourable Earl of Lirchfiel 
| Fa1d the Daughter of that Genenerous and-Honourable Gentleman -Sir Fohn Sr, Feb 
{of Lyddiiard in the Couuty of Wiks Baronet, whoſe Family was ſo remarkable for lo 
'Falty, that ſevcral of his Sons willingly offer'd themſelves in the day of battel , and 
Ted tor itz and whilſt the mcmory of the-Exgliſh or Iriſh Rebellion laſts, that Familfſt 
| t cannot want-a due veneration in the minds cf any perſon, that loves God or the Kin 
| As for his Education, it was in Fadbam College in Oxford , under the care of th 
\{witc and Exccllent Governour Dr. Blayford, the late Right Reverend Biſhop of 
| Veefter 3 there it was that he laid a good foundation of learning and Rudy , though $9] 
| afterwards bui't upon that-foundation hay and Rtubble, There he firfi fack'd from tÞ1 
+ of his Mother the Univertity thoſe pertections of Wit, and-Eloquence & Poctrff® 
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+ Þſch afterwards by his own corrupt ſtomach, or ſome ill juices after, were tur v_.u.e 
ſon to himſelf and others ; which certainly can be no morea blemiſh to thoſe 11- 
ſtrious Scrpſnaries of Piety and good learning , than a diſobediznt Child is to a wiſe 
I virtuous Father, or the fall of Man to the exccllency of Paradiſe. 

is Quality I ſhall take no notice of, there being ſo much of what was ex<llent and 
traordinary'in this great perſon, that I have no room for ary thing that is common 
him with others, | 

A Wit he had fo rare and fruitful in its invention, and withal ſo choice and dcli- 
Fc in its judgment, that there-is nothing wanting in his compoſures to give a full an- -; 
Gonff<# fo that-queliion, What & where Wit is? except the purity and choice cf ſubjeR: for - 
ould fach excellent feeds but fallen upon good ground , and -Inſtcad of pitching upon : 
Zcaſt or a Luſt, bcen raiſcd upon high, to celebrate the mylteries of the | Divine 
move » in; Plalms, and Hymns, and Spiritua] ſongs; I perſwade my felf we might by *: 
ef; fis time have receiv'd from his pen as excell.nt an Idea of Divine Poetry , under the _ 
verPſpel, uſeful to the teaching of vertue , eſpecially in this generation , as his prophane 
aliefries have bren to deftroy it. And lam confident, had God ſpared him a longer * 
whiff » this would have- bcen the- whole buſiueſs of it , as I know it was the vow and 
; fingrpole of his ſickneſs, | . 
erveſHis natural talent was excellent, but he had hugely improved it by Learning and 
ice(duſtry , being throughly acquainted with a'I Clafſick Authors, buth Greek and | 
' iro ſtinz a thing very rare, if not peeuliar to him, amongſt thoſe of his quality. ! 
; ſonſhich yet he uſed not, as other Poets have done, to tranſlite or ſteal from them, ! 
1 trÞjt rather to better and improve them by his owu natural fancy. And whoever reads 
ath$ Compoſures , will find ail things in them o peculiarly great , new , ard exccl'ent , - 
CLiſat he will cafily pronougce , That tho he has lent to many others, yet he has borrow- 
f Af of none; and that he has been as far from a ſordid imitation of thoſe. before him, as 
uraf}. will be from being reach*d by-thoſe that follow him, 
urs His orher perſonal accompliſhments in all the perfeRions of a Gentleman for the 
orthÞurt or the Country, whereof he was known by all men to be a v<ry great Miſter, 
ora$no part of my buſineſs to difcribe or underfiand 3 and whatever they were in then =; 
reſe(Jves, I am ſure they were but miſerable comtorters to him , ſince they on'y miniſtet'd; 
s MQ bis fins, and made his example the more fatal and dangerous 3 for ſv we may own, 
d tay 1 2m obliged by him not to hide , but to ſhew the rocks which oth rs may*'as 

ounÞid ) that he was once one of the great;ft of ſinners. | 

fielg And truly none but one ſo great in parts could ec ſoz as the chiefeſt of the Angels 
Fob knowledge and power became moſt degenerate. His ſins were like his parts, ( for. 
r loÞmthem corrupted they ſprang) all of them high &-extraonrdinary. 'He feemn'd to a= 
1d $$ fomcthing ſingular and: paradoxical in his Impieties, as we'l as. in his Writings," 
zmilfove the reach and thoughts of other men z taking as much. pains to Craw others in, 
&in d to pervert the right ways of vcrtue, as the Apoſiles and Primitive Siints, to ſave 
chiles own ſouls and them that beard them. For this was the heightving ard* amazing} 
Wagecumſtanee of his fins, that he was fo diligent and induftrious- to. recommend and 

h Wopagate them not like thoſe of old that hated the kght, but thoſe the Prophet me 
x Pts, If- g. 9. who declare their fini+ as Sodomn?; and hide it not, that- taje' it's port theit 
xtrfpaiaers, end bind it to them as & Crown”, framing Arguments for Sin, making Proſes 
bigh. WAP AE 
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Hytes tolt, and Writiog Panegyricks upon Vice ; ſingfng praiſes to the great encmy 
'God, and cafting down Coronets and Crowns before his Throne. _ 
.-. Nay ſo confirm?d was he in fin, that he lived, and oftentimes alnioſt diced; a Mart 
For it, Ged was pleaſed ſometimes to puniſh him with the effects of his folly, yer fl, 
now ( he confeffed ) they bad no power to melt bim into true repentance; or if at any th 

F he hid ſome lucid intervals from his folly and madneſs, yet ( alas ) how ſhort and tral. 
fitory wee they ? all rhat goodneſs was but ar a morning cloud, and as the early dM 
| which vaniſhes away z he till return'd to the ſame excels of riot, and that with ſo m 
the more grecdinels, the longer he had faſted from It. : 
And yet even this deſperate Sinner , that one would think had made a covenenz wit 
Deotb,ond was at 44 agreement with H:1, and juſt upon the brink of them bothz God, 
magnitic the riches of his grace aud m*rcy , was pleaſed to ſnatch as a brand « t of tl 
firc. AS Ste Paxl tho before a blaſphemer , a perſecuter , and injuriogs , yet Haifa 
&, that in bim Chrift Feſus might ſhew forth all ong-ſuffering , for a pattern to t1Þems th 
ſhrwld hereafter believe on him to everlaſting life. 1 Tim. 1,13. 16. So God ftruck hi 


tote ground as it were by a light from heaven, and a voice of thunder round aboy 
Him.. Infomuch that now the ſcales fall from his cycs, as they did from St. Pexls 
his fiony heart was open'd , and ſtceams of tears guſhr out, the bitter but wholſomll 
[cars of true repentance, : wm # 
Hd that this may app:ar to be ſo, I think it neceſſary to account for theſe thre 
Jngs. / 
; ,," the means of it : that it was not barely the effe& of ſickneſs , or the f:ar ff 
2th 3 bat the hand of God alſo working in them and by them manifeſily. -.f 
' 2, For the time cf it; that though it was a death-bed repentance, and therefo 
vr ci danger , and the utmoſt hazard yet it was not impoſſible to be tru2, nor ah# 
blutely deſperate. : 
| 3. Far the ſincerity of it: that what was thus poſlible to be good and true, pro. 
ably was fo ; which though none but God that ſces the heart, can tell certainly , ye 
44 even allo may and ought to believe it; not on'y in the judgment of charity, but 
©.al juſtice , from a'l cvident ſigns of it , which were pollible to be given by one i 
5 condition. 
LAnd firſt for the Mcans and method of it That which prepared the way for | 
as a ſharp and painful fi.kneſs, with which God was plcaſed to viſit him ; the wa 
hich the Almighty often takes to reduc: the wandering finner to the knowledge © 
dd and of himielt: 7 will be unto Ephraim as a Lion, and as a young Lion unto the bouſe 8 
dah; I even T Will tear and go away, and none ſhall relieve him , T will go and return tf 
place, till they acknowledge their offence, and ſeek my face; and in their afflif&ion they wik 
ck me early, Hy. 5. 14, 15. Y 
And tho to forlake oar {ins then , when we can no longer enjoy them , ſcems to b@, 
zer the cfte of impotercy and neceſlity, than of choice, and fo not (o acceptabl. 
'praiſe-worthy 3 yet we find God A'mighty uſes the one to bring about the other; C 
d improvcs a forced abſtinance from fin, into a fettPd loathing and a true deteſtati e 
of it . of which I ſhall give two notcd inſtances, The firſt out of the Old T@ 
m:nt, in thatfamous caſe of Manaſſeb , 2 Chron, 33. ( the neareft parailel that I cay ] 
|, both co the fin, and repentance of the paron before us, ) when'be did thet whichſl 
ang | 3P4 
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Ws evil in the fight of the Lord , more then all the Kings of Fudab before hint, and bad nate” 

bh and all the inbabitents of Feruſalem to erre , and do worſe then the Heaibett whom the 
rd bad deftroyed before thew; yet we ſee Gcd made uſe even of this way to reduce wh 


frus repentance, for we read at the 11.v.of this Chapter : Wherefore the Lord brought } 
UW them the Captains of the beſt of the King of Aſſyria , which' took Manaſſeb amonh, the | 
Wris, and bound bim with fetters, and carried bim to Babylon; and it follows in the nextÞ 
re, When he was in offiiion be beſonzbt the Lord bis God, and humbled bimſelf fra 
ore the God of bis fathers , and prayed unto him, and be was intreated of bim , an | by "4 
Þ ſufplication, and brought bim azain to Feruſalem and unto bs Kingdom, then Ma: gp 'Þ 
RY» that the Lord was God , v. 13 And the truth of his repentance, tho occafioned hilt? 
» Þ his affli&ion, appeared atcerwards by the following reformation which he wroughts: 
xe took away the ſtrange Gods .. v, 15. — 
Lb ſecond inſtance I ſhall give of atrue,tho forced repentance, is fn that well known 


al * 


{ <> 
m 
#h 


e of the Prodigal Son, which follows my Text in this Chapter: tho be had waſted 


hit [udſtance with riotous living, and was forced back to his fathers houſe only by cx- E 
bom hunger and neceſſity , yet he was joyſvlly received by him, for bis father ren & : 
0 I bis neck, and kiſſed bim, v. 20. and the fatted calf was killed for him, and when } 
om | 


Ider brother was angry at it, the good father juſtifics his procedure, v. 32, It was ; 
i: Yer that we ſhould make merry and be glad, for this thy brother was dead, and is alive aggin., * 
thre f loſt and is found, | * :Y 
And truly *.is one good fign, that God is now taking men nto the number of, his } 
T Gildren, when he is fixing upn them one of the grateſt badges and charaRers of them } 
_ Þ therefore ſaith the Apoti!e, we are chaftned of the Lord, that we fhould not be condemns \ 
OR with the world; whilit thoſe who are reſerv'd for deftruftion hereafter , do uſually in. 
' Us life come into no misfortune, nor are plagued like other men. For God, does not offlict as | 
willingly, nor grieve the children of mens but as he is grieved himſelf for the ſufferings 
PlOY his children, (for in all their fliion, Caith the Prophet, be was afflied, ) ſo he doth : 
> St uſually puniſh wicked men both here, and hereafter : and theretore they who arg tO} 
ut puniſhed with everlaſting deftruftion, God ſuffers to enjoy their portion in this life: 
nc Rthout diſturbance 3 And becauſe the days of darkneſs muſt be many, therefore does he; 
. Mer the ſinner many times to die 41 bunderd years old, that he may take his full ſwing. of 
Or Wat he hath ſet his affe&ions upon, and after a long and proſperous life here, without 
' WY check in his career of wickedneſs, he lets him drop down into hell, withour the lealt 
5c WÞrchenfion of danger. So that in that ſenſe it is true which the Pocts ſay , when the 
/e OY us that the deſcent into Hell is eafic and pleaſant. 
my q And therefore on the contrary we may reaforably preſume , that tribulation and ans 
/ 22"Sh, whenit is born with patience, & reſignation to God, and when it Works aſeriouy 
Wormation,will certainly miniſter to u3 an entrance into cycrlaſiing reſfi,6c that the greas 
© bYour ſufferings have been, the more aboundant 8& much more grateful ſhall the reſt bee? 
tabllh [fiedion, as it riſes #63 ont of the duſt , but deſcends from that God, at whoſe hands we 
kncrBive evil as well as good 3 ſo neither is it deſign'd to dejeR us thither , but raiſe us 
ſtatiflto God from whence it ſelf com:s, The pains of the Croſs, as well that Cro 
| Tefich we muſt bear our ſelves as that which our Saviour bore, do in ſome. ſenſe open 
| can Kingdom of heaven to all believers; and to ſome, as the Penitent thicf, the hope 
adiſc is not given till their laſt hourz' and thoſe who comi in then, Godis often plea 
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pleaſed. to make equal to them who have born the burden. andheat of the day 3 nay oi 
-fir.e3 to give them more, for he will I»ve much, to whom much is forgiven. I 
* Iriscruc, there are ſuch fivbborn natures, that like clay are rather hardened by the 
t of aflitions 3 ungratious children, that fly in the face of their heavenly Father in 
| very inftant when he is correing them 3 or, it may be, like th fe children under 
* rod, who promiſe wonders then, and preſently after forget all, Such as th:ſe we | 
| deſcribed. Pſc 78: 34. 35: 36.37. When be ſlew them, ben they ſought bim., and 
E yeturn'd and enquired early after God 3 then thty remember'd that God was their rock, and 
| #he bigh God was their reqeemer ; nevertbeleſs they did but flatter bim with their mouſe 
and lied unto bim with their tongues, for their hearts was not right with bim, neither conti 
they ftedfoſt in bis. covenant-' Aid tis probab!c this has been the cafe tvxmerly of this off 
-fon:; But there was an evident difference betwixt the «ff: of this fickneſs upon hi 
and many others before : He had other ſentim:nts-of things now, (he told mc) and as 
" upon quite different principles. he was not vext with it as it was painful , or hjhe 

| kim from his fins, which he would have rolPd «nder bis tongue all the while, and fonf 
again to be at 3 but he ſubmitted patiently to it; accepted it as the hand of God, and ſt 
Brborkful, blifivg and praiſing God not only in, but for bis extremitier. Trice were ndwſB 
Fcrfing, no railings or reproaches to his fexvants, or thofe:about him, which in other (© 
- nefſes were their uſual entertainment , bur he treated them with all che meckneſs A! 
| patience in the world, begging pardons frequently of the meaneft of them but for a"? 
- fy word, which the extremity of his ſicknets and the ſharpneſs of his pain might e&| | 
| force from him. His prayers were not 15 much for calc or health , or a continuanc 
Life; as for grace, and faith, and perfe& rctignation to the will of God.. So that I th 
Ewe: may not only charitably but jutily conclude, that his ficknels. was not rhe chietF* 
{prcdlent, but through the grace of God an cf. &fal means of a true, tho late acpenta 
p- A. -And for that | 'am to account in the next place, I mean the time of itz and to mf, | 
| Outjto you , that tho it was a Death-bed repentance, and theretore fall of danger be 
| thenemoſi hazard, yet it was not wholly impotlidle co be true, nor abſolutely deſperſſ, aj 
E That it was huge'y dangerous, and of the utmoſt hazard to deter it ſo long, milfi ndly2 
Ds granted by all wiſe and conſidering men; I wiſh all men were (o wiſe as ſeriou{] 
confiderit, and provide forit. ha: 
' Fox ſhould God have ſnatch'd him away-in the very a& of his fin, and that, like ZÞ& þ, 
and Cozby, Dathan and Abiram, Axanias or Sapphira, he had gon down quick into I& lif, 
yet we mult have acknowledged , that righteous art thou O Lord, and clear when thoute i 
wdped. If God had taken him from the Land of the living, either by Come ſudden affed 
dent, by a raging Feaver, or by ſome ftupid Lethurgy or Apoplexie, which he had ha@ ot 
for reficion or repentance 3 in what a dreadtul condition had his ſoul been folm 
wer ? Or if God had vouchſafed him ( as he did ) ſome fiirp lingring fickneſs, wſAn 
he might have had leiſure to repent; yet what aſſurance was there that ſuch a rept Cc 
ance would have followed ? or if it had , that ir would have been accepted? Was it 
more likely that he would ſtill have cried with the wiſe Wiſe man*s fluggard; yet « iÞ* 
rep, and 2 little ſlamber, till poverty a diſmal poverty; came upon bim; yo 
- But if he had rcfolv*d'at that rime to break off his-ſins by repentance, yet alas how Þ< 
roper a time was that for it? Ts not cafid to be preſent & conkiftent to our felves, wif* 


pe arc ſurroanded with dilquicting if not ftupifiying pains; whenthereisa neceſſaiy q* 
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diUcay and dulneſs of , I ſhort memory, flat and low affe&ions; & at the ſame time p. 
_ Bore than ordinary hurry and ſurcharge of worldly bufineſs; a houſe to be fer in or-""! 
he Fr, children co be provided for in their fortunes and education; creditors to be fatisfi- *Þ 
in, and all this amidit the cries and mournings of ourneareft relations and friends about © 
er Þ And certainly we muſt think repentance a very eafte task, if we reckon ordinarily ,that 
c bi that is diſabled from all other things elſe, ſhall yer be fic te perfe& and compleat it. © 
1d FBur allowing our choughtes to be as clearor clearer in our ſickneſs than in our calmeſt _ 
1d © ficongeſtſeaſons,(which yet I chink no man in his wits will believe)Jyetafter all,whats. 
arity, have we that we ſhall be able coimprove or imploy it toa truerepentance?[t may - 
before we come to that,the meafure of our iniquities is filled up'a/ready, &the irrevere - / 
Je (entence is gone out, tho not executed againft us: my patience ſhall not always ſtrive 2 
#3 x#eghiry, as the LXX) with menzcut zt down, wby cumbreth it the ground ? it may be * 
8d apd devoted, though we do not (ee it aRtually wither*d anddeftroy'd. g 
But ſuppoſing this alſo, that we are allow'd a farther time and means for rzpentanceg ** 
alas! no ordinary means will ſerve us, when we have been thus harden'd by cuftowmas 
ſinning:and | am ſure, ſhould God proceed with us by the meaſure of tri& juſtice, be © 
gherather rake from us even that which we have, than give us any extraordinary allj- ., 
%Mmcegwhich we have ſo abuſed: . | JR 
.GWAnd after all this, if God ſhould give us ſuch extraordinary afſiſtances, whateveral« 4 
ances God may make, yet there is till no certain ſecurity or comfort to any dying * 
ath-bed Penitent; Charitie bopeth all things, aud believeth all things, and the relaxations - 
/ cenſures of the Church in Abſolution on probable ſigns of Repentance, muſt fols | 
the judgment of Charity; yet the certainty ofthe fianers Ablolution with God'in 
Faven depends only upon the inward real ſincerity of his Repentance, and conſequent» |} 
apon the approving of it by his future 6onverſation 3 and therefore God Almighey, 
itaBo only knows what the one is at preſent, and what the other will be, can be a compes' 
Mit judge of it. And certainly tis enough for ſuch a Penitent if he be ſecured ar laſt of 
TT Tring into the Kingdom of heaven, though he has very rarely,ifat all,the preſent com- 
PCr$cable experience and afſurance of it on a death. bed repentance, which indeed is re-/ 
 NGv*d as che reward of a conſtant virtuous and holy life. | $ 
ullWBuerkough what 1 have ſaid be enough to conclude a death- bed repentance infinite=/ 
hazardous, and therefore hugely unfi: for any wiſe man to depend upon ; yet it wil 

: Zi& be ſufficient to prove it abſolutely impoſſible, No ſober man certainly would hazard 
O I'S life upon the chance of a Die, when tis a thouſand to one but he miſcarries ; or ven» 
boyge into acrazy Cockboat out of a ſound Ship, when tisbur barely poſlible he may be 
n aed; and yet no wiſe manneither but will allow a poflibility of being ſav'd both for: 
had one and the others and it is only this bare poſſibility of a death-bed repentance that 
1 now pleading for. | ; 

And that this pcflibility was produced into a&, and (o rendered very probable alſoin' 
caſe of this perſon here before us,will beſt be judged by the marks 1 am now to give 
of the ſincerity of his repentance; for which I an in the next place to account, 
3+ And twas the power of the Divine grace, and of that only , that brake 
ough all theſe obſiacles that 1 have now mentioned 3 that God ( who is @ 
dd of infinite compaſſion and forbearance ) allowed him leiſure and  opy 
wi tunitie for repentancez that he awakei'd him from his ſpiritual ſlumber by 
iy $ongent fickne(s; that gave him ſuch a wR_ of mind, as both to provide .prudench 
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his worldly affairs, yet not to be diltrifted or diverted by them from the thet 
of a better worldzthat lengthened out his day of grace, and aczompanied the ordinilf 
means of falvation, and the weak miniftry efhis Word', with the convincing and 61 
'rutiog power of his Spirit to bis eonſcience; which Word of God becameto him yaic 
powerful, ſharper than any two- edged ſword, piercing even to the dividing aſunder of bis foul 
' ſpirits an y - the Spirit of God witneſſed to bis ſpirit, that now he was become one of riff 
þ: 7 OF TF0h, ; 
 . . Now if the Thief uponthe Croſs (an inflance too much abuſed) was therefore acc 
Pted, becauſe accompanied with all the effefts of a ſincere Convert, which his condicief* 
was capable of; as confeſſion of Chriſt inthe midft of the blaſphemies of Phariſees, aff 
his 0#n lewd companion, and deſertion even of Chrifts Diſciples ; if his repetjtance if 
therefore judged real , becauſe he ſeems to be more concern'd in the remembrance F* 
FChrift's future Kingdom than his own death 3 if S. P21! was approved by the ſame mc 
abundant labours, which he commended in the Corir#hians , yes whas zeal ? what fralkh* 
* what vebement defire? 2 Cor, 7. 11.1 think | ſhall make it appear , that the repentance d 
this Perſon was accompanied with the like hopeful ſymptom+3and I am ſo ſerfible of thi £ 
awful preſence both of God and man before whom | ſpeak, whoare ealily able co difer 
| ver. ny failings, that 1 ſhall not deliver any ching, but what I know to bea fri and / 
| Jigious truth. | ©; 
* pon my firſt viſit to him, (Moy 26.) juſt at his ceturn from bis journey out of | 
Weſt, he moſt gladly received me, ſhew'd me extraordinary reſpe&s upon the (corgiſy 
"mine Office, thank'd God, who bad iz mercie and good providence ſent me to him, who ſo m1 , g 
Pnerded my prayers and counſels, acknowledging, b:w unworthily heretofore be had treated th » 
order of men, reproaching them 1bat they were proud, and propheſied only for rewards ; but "ſn; 
* be bad learnt bow to value them; that be eſteem'd them the ſervants of the meft HighGod , wi a} 
| were to ſbew to bim the way to everlaſting lifes ' 
--"Atthe lame time found him labouring under ftrange trouble and conflifts of min, 
his ſpiric wounded, and his conſcience full of terrors. Upon his journey he cold me, re 
bad been arguing with greater vigour againft God and Religion than ever be had done in bis ey, 
vime before, and that he was reſolved to run 'em down with all the argument and ſpite in fþ;, 
aporld, but, like the great ConvertS. Pax, be found it bard to kith againft the prioks, 
God at thattime had ſo ſtruck bis hearc by bis immediate hand, that ens hear, 
ed us ſtrongly for God and virtue, as before re had done againſt it- That God ftrang,, 
opened his heart. creating in his mind moſt awful and tremendous thoughts 8 1deay, 
the Divine Majefty,with a delightful contemplation of the Divine Nature & Attribug , 
and of the loyeline(s of Religion and Virtue. ]neve: (faid he)was advanced thus far tow! g 
happineſs in my life. before, tho upon the commiſſions of ſome ſins extraordinary I have had 
ehecks and marnings confiderable from within , but fill firwggled with them; ant 2 
Wore them off agains' The moſt obſervable that | remember was this : . One dey off 
Atheiftical Meeting, at @ perſon of Dualities ] undertook to manage the Cauſe , and k 
lhe principal Diſputant againft God and piety, and for my performances received |. 
ppliuſe of the whole eompany; upon which my mind was terribly ſtruck, and IT immedi " 
reply d thus to my ſelf. Good God! that a Man, that walks upright, that ſees the wondlf | 
Works of 'God , and bas the uſe of bis ſenſes and reaſon, ſhou!d uſe 1bem 10 the defying | : 
71 But tho this was # good beginning tcwards my Converſion gto find my Conſetence t0 
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YO Fry ny Pits , yet 32 went off again; ty, all my life long Thad a ſecret value and reverence fir 
ra aan fur get lov'd Morality in others, But 1. bad form'd fe odd Schime of rr 
"" [ef , Phich would ſolve all that God or Conſcience might force upon me, yet I was not ever | 
"Yell reconciled 20 the buſineſs of Chriſtianity, wor bad that reverence for the Goſpel of Chriſt as\] 
wy geht to bave. Which eſiate of mind continued, till the 534, Chapter of Tſaiab was read} 
f him, ( wherein there is a llvcly delcription of the Sufterings of our Saviour, and rhe | 
nefits thereof, )and ſome other portions of Scripture 5-by the power and efficacy of 

v" ich word , allified by his holy Spirit , God fo wrought upon his heare , that: he de=3 
" ar'd that tbe miſteries of the Poſſion appeared ſo clear end plain to bim , as ever any zhing 
oe #4 that was repreſented in a glaſs z to that that joy and admiration, which poſſeſs'd his ſoul 
ce#2 the reading Gods Word to him, was remarkab'c to 51i about him and he had (G' 
Ne delight in his Teſtimonies, that in my abſence he begy*d his Mether and Lady. 
feaſt read the ſame to him frequently, and was unfaticfied(rotwithſtanding his great pains? 
iced peakneſs ) till he had learn'd eſpecially the 53. of 1/a;zaþh without book. 


Fell At-the ſame time, diſcourſing of his manner cf life from his youth up, and Which all 


fn knew was too too much devoted tothe ſervice of fin, and that the luſts of the fleſhy; 
it the eye , and the pride of life had captivated him : Hz was very large and particular” 
b acknowledgments about it, more rcady fo accuſe himlelf then I «x any-one elſe can; 
F $/publicly c:ying out,O Bleffed God,can ſuch an berrid Creature as I am be accepted by thee, 
orgho has deny'd thy Being, and contemn"d thy Power ? asking often, Gan there be mercy & pars! 
on for me ? Will God own ſuch a Wretch as 1? and in the middle of his ſickneſs fd, ſhall 


unſpeakable joys of Heaven be confer'd on me ? O Mighty $ aviour ! never but through thing. 
Write Love and Satisfaftion ! O never but by the purchaſe of thy Bloud ! adding, That wits: 
abborrency be did refl:& upon bis former life ; that ſincerely and from bis heart be did repens* 
[that fly and madneſs which be bad committed. E 
Mindeed he had a true and lively ſenſe of Gods great metcy to him in firiking his hasd' 
drt , and laying his Conſcience open, whtch hitherto was deaf to all Gods calls and 
hods3 ſaying , if that God, who died for great as well as !iſſer ſinners, did not ſpeedily ap=: 
bis infinite merits 10 hls poor ſoul , his wound was ſuch as no man eonld conceive or , bear ,| 
ng out, that he was the vileft Wretch and Dog that the Sun ſhined upon, or the earth borey 
& now he ſaw bis error in not living up to that Re:ſon which God endued him with, and 
Wc be unzworthily vilify'd and contemn'd , wilh'd he bad been a ſtarviag Leper crawling 
s ditch, that he bad been a Link-boy or a Begger, or for his wh.le life time confin'd t0. a 
geon, rather then thus 10 bave finn'd againft bis God, | ] 
ow remarkable was his Faith, in a hearty embracing aad devout confeſſion of all 
Articl.cs of our Chriſtian Religon, and all the Divine mitterics of the Go. 
?- ſaying, that that abſurd and fooliſþ Philoſophy , which the world ſo much admired, 
agated by the latc Mr. Hobbes, and others , bad undone bim- and many more , of the bt 
s in the Nation > who without Gods great mercy to them, may. never, I believe ; 
in ſuch a Repentance- 
muſt not omit to mention his faithtul adherance to, & cafting himſelf entirely vpon} 
| mercics of Jcſus Chriſt, and the free grace of God, declared to repenting finners 
ough him 3 with a thankful remembrance ef his Lite, Death,and Refurrcionzbegging 
zo ſtrengthen bis. foitb, and often crying out , Lord T-believe, belp thou mixe unbelief. : 
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' His raighty love wnd-eſtcem of the holy Scriptures, his reſolutions to read them 
ently , and meditate upon them if God ſhould ſpare him q OR rcedy taſted Þ1 
pood Word : for having ſpoken to his heart he acknowledged , ol the ſeeming abſulht 
ties and contradiftionr\ therof, fancied by men of cerrupt and reprobate judgments , were van{þ1 
led , and the excellency and beanty appeared , being come 10 recerve the truth:in the love of ir. 
His extaordinary ferverit Devotions, in his frequent Prayers of his own, moſt exce)ls; 
ian correXs amongſithe reft, for the King, in ſuch a manner as became a dutifel (i 
Se and a truly gratcful Servant, for the Church and Nation, far ſome particular Rel 
ons, and then for all Men 5 his caillng frequently upon me at all hours to pray with h 
"or nd the Scriptures to him 3 and towards the end of his ſickneſs would heartily dt l 
God to pardon bi infirmities, if be ſhould not be ſowakeful and intent through the whole ; 
25 be wiſhed to be ; and that tho the fl ſp was weakyet tbe ſpirit was willing , and boped ( 
would accept that. | | F- 
His continual invocation of Gods grace, and holy Spirit to ſuſtain h'm, to keep} 
from all evil thoughts, from all temptat:ons and Diabolical fuggeſtions, and every 
which might be prejudicial to that religious temper of mind, which God had n 
happily eaducd him withall, erying out, one night eſpecially, how terribly the Tempt 
"affruelt bim , by cafting upon bim lewd and wicked imaginaticns , but T thayk God ( (aid he 
abbr them al, and by the power of bis grace, which'l am ſure is ſufficient for me , I bave 
| come them 1 1is the malice of ihe Devil, becauſe Iam reſcu'd from bim , and the goodneſs of (ſh 
[tbat frees me from all my ſpiritual enemies. e 
| His great joy at his Ladics converſion from Popery to the Church of En, laxd (belff / 
23 he tearm'd it, Afattion ſupported only by Fraud and Cruelty, ) which was by her d t 
with dcliberation and mature judgmerts the dark mifts of which have for ſome monie! 
before been breaking away, but now cleared , by her recciving the bI:f:d SacramWlis 
with her dying Husband , at the receiving of which no man could expreſs more joy # 
devotion than he did ; and having handled the word of life , and ſcen the fal vation 
God, in the preparation of his mind, he was new ready ts depart in peace. c 
His hearty concern for the pious Education of his Children, wiſhing that his Sox'm 
yever be a Wit, that is,(as he himſelf explain'd it, Jore of thoſe Bretched Creatures, who pfil 
themſelves in abuſing God and Religion, denying bis Being, or bis Providence, but that be m 
become an Honeſt and Religious man, which could only be the ſupport and bleſſing of hu F 
ly; complaining what a vicious and naughty world they were brougbt int0, and that no 
wes or Hononrs were comparable to the Love and Favour of God to them, in whoſe Nam 
lefſed them , pray'd for *em, and committed them to his ProteQion. - 3 
' His firi& charge to thoſe perſons, in whoſe cuſtody his Papers were, to burs lf 
wrophane and lewd Writings, as being only fit to promote Vice and Immorality, by which he 
b bighly offended God, and ſhamed and blaſpbemed that Holy Religion myo which he bad 
Bapriz'd , & all bis obſcexs and filthy Pitures , which were ſo notoriouſly ſcandalous. | 
# His readineſs to make reſtitution to the utmoft of his power to all perſons whon 
ad injur'd s and for thoſe whom he could not make a compenſation to, he pral 
or Gods, and their pardons. His remarkable juſtice in taking all poſſible care for the | 
ent of his debts, which, before, he confeſſed he had not ſo fairly and effeQtually difrre? 
- His readineſs to forgive all Injuries done againſt him,fome more particulary/mentiaf Ge 
which were great and provoking 3 nay arinexing thereto all the aſſurance of a fu 
kiendſhip, and hoping he ſhould be as freely forgiven at the hand of God, : 
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m { How tender and concern'd was he for his Servants'about. him in his extremitles | 


-d Suilclted by the beneficence of his Wil to them, ) pitying their troubles in watchirfg? 
3) th bim, v% Fitts him, trcating.ther with candor and kindneſs, as if they hae 


} 

vantn his Intimates ! | | f 
";; ow hearty were his endeavours to be ſerviceable to thofke about him, exhorting them# 
celitbe fear and love of God, and to make a goed uſe of bis forbearance and leng-ſuffering to ( | 
| (Fs , which ſhould lead them to repentance And here I muft not pals by his pious and 
\el$1t pallionate exclamation to a Gentleman of ſome charaRter, who came'to viſit himP 
h hijon his Dzath-bed : O-Remember that you-contemu God uo more, He '4 an avenging God, @Þ 
def viſit you for your ſins ; will in mercy, T hope, touch your conſcience ſooner or latter as. be bas 
» the mine ; Tou and | have been Friends and Sinners together a great while , therefore Tam 
ed Q more free with you 5 We bave been all miſtaken in our conceits and opinions z our perſopd 
/ Bs have been falſe and groundleſs, therefore God grant you repentance. And ſeeing him th It | 
pt day again, he ſaid to him, Perhaps you were diſobliged by my plaine(s to you yeſterday 5) 
 thilgke the words of truth and ſoberneſs t0-you, and ( firicking his hand upon his brelt ) ſaid]; 
gwipe God will touch your beart, | 4 
thx Like wiſe his Commands to me , ts preach abroad and to let all men know ( if they knew} 
1 Ke$ot already, ) how ſeverely God bad diſciplin'd bim for bis fins by bis affliiing hand ; that his} 
e offerings were moſt juſt, tho he had laid Ten thouſand times more upon him; how: be had laid; 
of (ſtripe upon another becauſe of his grievous provocattions , till be bad brought bim home-u0 
elf ; that in bis former wifitations he had not that bleſſed effef be was now ſenſible of , Hel 


belff formerly looſe thoughts and ſlight reſolutions of reforming, and deſign'd to be better, becauſe} 
r od the preſent conſequences of fix were ſtill peftering him aud were ſo troubleſome and incor} 


norFent to him but that now he had other ſentiments of things and afied upon ovber principlerQl 
amis wiltingncſs to dye, if it pleaſed God , reſigning bimſelf always to the Divine-diſpoſal! 
ny #f God ſhould ſpare him yet a longer time here, he hoped to bring glory t0 the name of God 
tiorfþe whole courſe of bis life , and particularly by bis endeavours 30 convince others, and1o-ail 
| them of the danger of their condition , if they conti uned-impenitent; and bow graciouſly 
1m had dealt with Rims | f 
2o pls great ſenſe of his obligations to thoſe excellent men, the Right Reverend my Lord 
e 1$80p of Oxford, and Dr. Marſhal, for their chariable and frequent Vilits to him, and 
 Faffers with him; and Dr, Burnet, who came on purpoſe from Loxdon to fee him, whe 
10 IF, all very ſervicable to his Repenitance. -,_ 
is extrarodinary duty and reverence to his Mother, with all the grateful reſpefts tof 
Imaginable, and kiidnefs to his good Lady, beyond expreſtion, ( which-may well 
Wnce ſuch.a loſs ro them, } and to his Children, obliging them with all the endears] 
Ss that a good Husband or a tender Father could bettow. | ; A 
> conclude theſe Remarks, I ſhall only read to you his dying Remomftrance , ſuf: 
Iitly atteſted and fign'd by his own hand , aShis truck ſenſe, ( which I hope may! 
cfal for that good end he defign'd it, ) in manner and-torm following. - 


the-benefin of all theſe whom 1 may have drawn into fin by my example and encourages! 
prrent, 1 leave-to the world this my laſt Declaration , 'which 1 deliver in the proſence of the! 
God, who knews the {eras of all begrts , and before whim'T am now *appraring 4.0 
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Thor from the 'botarm of my ſoul 7 drieſt and abbor the whole courſe of my ſormer wid 
Wes thet I think-I can never ſufficiently admire the grodneſ? of Goth , who bas given me tif; 
Jenſe of my pernicious Opinions and vile Prattites , by whichF bave bithertd lived withi 
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(Hope, and without God in the world; bave been an open Enemy to Feſus Chriſt, doing | 
-utenoft drſpite to the boly Syirit of grace. And that the greateſt teftimony of my Charity 
uch , is to-warn "em in the Name of God , and ar they regard the welfare of their Tum 
Sos I&, na mare'$0 deny bis Being, or 'bis Providence, or deſpiſe bis Goodneſs , no more to 
7 mock, of Sit, or contenn the pure and excellens Religion of my ever Bleſſed Redeemer , 
1a Merits alone, T, one of the Greateſt of Stncrs , do' yet hope for Mercy and Forgiventnc 
| Amen. | 
Declared and Sign'd in the preſence of 

ANNE ROCHESTER, F. ROCHESTER. 
> Robert Paifons; Fune- Ig £680, | 
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; And naw T cannot but mention with joy and admization that fieddy temper: 
mind, which he enjoy'd through the whole courſe of his licknels and Repentancez wh 
Lt proceed not from a hurry and perturbation of mind or body, ariſing from the# 
of Death, or dread of Hell'only , but from an ingenious love to God, and an uvitc 
regard to Virtue, (ſuituable to that ſolemn declaration of his, 7 wonld nt commit the | 
in *-gain « Kingdom, ) with: all poſſible ſymptoms of a laſting perſeverance in it, if ON 
[thould have reftored him, To which may be added his comfortable perſwaſion 
God's accepting him to his mercy, ſaying three or four days before his death, I ſhall 
"But Ob , what unſpeakable gliries do T ſee! what joys, beyond thaught or expreſſion, am I 
ſible of | I amt affured of Geds mercy to me through Jeſus Chriſt, Oh bow I long to die and 
with my Saviour ! | th 
The time ofhis Sickneſs and Repenrance was juſt nine weeks 3 in all which time 
was ſo much maſter of his reaſon, and had fo clear an-underfianding,( faving 30 hoy 
about the midglc of it, in which he was deljrous, ) that he never dictated or ſpoke m 
compoſed in his life : and therefore if any ſhall cotinue to fay , his Picty was the effeC 
madneſs or vapours;, letme tell them, *cis highly dilingenſous, and that the affertio 
as ſilly as it is wicked. ' And morcover that the force of what I have delivered may 
tbe cvaded by wicked men, who-are reſolv*d: to harden their hearts maugre all Convi 
ons, by ſaying , This thing was done in a corner, 1 appeal, for the truth thereof, to 
forts of perſons who in confiderable numbers viſited and attended him, and more pa 
Eulary to thoſe eminent Phyſicizns who were near him, and' converſant with him in 
thole-courſe-cf bis tedious fickneſs; and who, if any, are competent judges of a'Phiſ. 
iy or delirium. 

There are many more excellent things in my abſence- which have occaſtonally ar 
From his mouth, that-will not come within the narrow compaſs of a Sermon 3 theſe, T h« 
will ſufficiently prove what Tproduce them for. And if any ſhall b= fill unſatisfred ht 
inio this hard-hearted generation , it matters not, let them at their colt be Unbelic 
MV, ſolong as this Excellent Penicent eajoys the comfort of his Repentance. And 
From all theſe aImirable © = we have gtcat reafon-to believe comfortably; cthathh « 
Repentance was real” ant his End Happy ; and accordingty* imitate: the meſghbours Yer: 
;Golers of Elizebeth, ( Lvk, 1, 58.) who, when they heard how the Lord had ſewed'of 
Were upon ber come and rejoyced with ber, FIG? —— 
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For ſv we muſt learn, like the Ambaſſadors toſome new Prince , to turn our co 
dolances into congratulations , in conformity to a heavenly exemplez For there is ja 
i: heaven over one Sinnerthat repents 3 p_ 
1. A joy to God the Father, who has ſolemnly ſworn , that he de/ights #oz in the deatl 
7 Wof a ſinner , but rather that be ſhould repent and live , who would bave all men to be Javed, 
ty ome 10 the knowledge of the rrath. 1 
of as A joy to God the Son, that good ſhepherd, mention'd in the verſe before my 
STrext, who left. the ninety and nine juſt perſons in the wilderneſs , and went after that which | 
, tYhpas loft, till be bad found it; and when he had found it,be laid it on his ſboulders rejoyceing | 
nihnad when be cometh home , be calls together bis friends and his neighbours ( on heaven anÞ 
arth ) ſaying unto them , Rejoyce with me, for I bave found my ſheep which was loſt, | 

A joy to God the Holy Ghoſt, after he had been ſo often griev*d, fo deſpitefully treated, 
ne (o long reſted. "2 

nd 4. a joy to the whole Cuurt of Heaven ## tbe preſence of the holy Angels , v, 104 
oſeminiſtring Spirits , ſent forth to minifler to thoſe who ſhould he heirs of ſalvation ; to 
er&c that now at laſt their labour is #ot in vain in the Lord, but that there is one moret 
Fhhbjct gained ro the obedience of their and our common Lord » deliver'd from the fla? 
ery, and admitted to fill up the vacancy of Apoljate Spirits, ' | 
ifoll And as our enirwpe , our proper or natural Citizerſhip or converſation is in beaven z 
« I& ſhould our joys too be confortmable to thoſe of our fellow-citizens. And therefore 
f Offfter the Relations and friends of this great Perfon have paid their natural tribute off 
nSfars to ſo near a relation, they ſhould ten turn their ſorrows into joys, by the comes] 
11 Stable conſideration of his being a Penitent upon earth, and a Saint in heaven, ; 
1 {F Thus hjs dear Mother ſhould rejoyce, that the Son of her love and of her fears, as } 
d toffell as her bowcl; , is now born again into a better world z adopted by his heayenly ] 

ther, and gone beforc her to take poſſcſſin of an eterval inheritance. | 
me2. His truly loveing Conſort ſhould rejoyce, that God has been fo gracious to thera 
hofith, as at the ſame time to give him a fight of his crrors in point of Practice, and her felf } 
; mot altogether without his means & endeavours ) a ſight of hers in point of Faith, And | 
feAQly, conſidering the great prejudices & dangersot the Roman Religion, I think I may þ 
tio that there is joy in heaven, & ſhould be on earth, for Her converſion, as well as 'His, | 
Ly Þ$- His Noble aud moſt hopeful Iflne ſhould rejoyce , as their years are capable 3 not } 
nviit a dear and loving Father has left them , but that fince he mult leave them, he has } 
; to them the example of a Penitent , and not ofa Sinner 3 the Bleſſing of a Saint, in re- | 
: paſmending them to an All-ſufficient Father , and not entailing on them the fatal : 
In Fle that attends the poſterity of the wicked and impenitent. on 
Phi. All good men ſhould rejoyce, to ſce the triumphs of the Croſs in theſe latter 
$, ard the words of divine wiſdom and power. And bad mzn certainly , when e- 
hey conſider it , are moſt of all concern'd to Joy and rejoyce in it 3 as a condemiu'd 
factor is to hear that a fellow-criminal has got his pardon, and that he may do ſo 
t he ſpeedily ſue for it. 
elicYnd this joy of all will ill be the greater , if we compare it with the jy there 
xd nj the caſe of uſt perſons, that need no Repentance, viz. that need not ſac' a fo- 
thatÞh extraordinary Repentance, or the who!e change cf heart and mind , as great _ 
= rs do ; and of this my Text pronounces, that there is greater Joy in heaven over - 
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one ſuch ſinner that truly repenteth, than there is over ninety & nine juſt perſons that need 
ſuch erepentence, And the reaſon we may conceive to be this; that finee all Joy ariſes fx, 
{Admiration and Surprizc, as from ſomething that is new and unexpeq«d: accorgj 
ly the joy that proceeds from the repentance & new life of a notorious ſinner, muſi nee 
\ Ge greater then that which riſes from the conſtant picty of # good min, which we 
ſeen every day : as a reſurreRtion from the dead is more remarkable then bur firſt 
"Beſides , that ſuch a Penitents former failings, arc ordinarily the occaſion of a gre 
and moxe aQtive picty afterwards 3 as our Convert carnelily wiſht, That God: would 
Pleaſed to ſpare him but one year more , that in that be might bonour bis Name proportions 
#0 the diſhovour done to God in bis whole life paſt, And we fee St, Pawl laboured 
| #boundantly than all the Apoſiles in the planting of the Church, becaufc he had rag 
© moſt furiouſly before in the defiruQton of it 3 and our Saviour himfclt rel1s us, thaf 
whom much is forgiven they will love much , but to whom little u forgiven they wilh | 

Tittlez and wc know , a Commander wil) love a Soldier more that redcems higf 
"mer cowardiſc , by doing ſome brave and daring aQion , then him, who ncver } 

"that taint vpon him, but yet never atchieved any thing remarkables A husbaff 
' man more rejoyces at the improvement of briars and thorns into an cxcellent cx 
-from which once he had but little cxpecation3 than for ſuch a foil as was r<miarÞ; 
| ble neither for the one or the other. ay | 
\ Tis certainly the more ſafe, indeed the only ſafe way to be conſtantly virtuous, fu 
| he that is wiſe indeed, i. e. wiſe unto ſalvation, will endeavour to be one of thoſe 
| weed no repentance ; Imean thatentire and whole work of beginning a new, but will dif} 
-out the ſame thred through his whole life, and not let the Sun go down upon aſe, 
his ſins 3 but then the other repentance is the more remarkable, and whereit is realſſe; 
' more effeual, to produce a fervent and a fruitful piety; befides the greater gloryſiſc 
God in theinfluence of the example, Which may probably be a farther reaſon of ſy, 
exceſſive joy of Angels at the converfion of ſuch a Sinner 3. becaul: they , who are Bi 
ter acquainted with humane nature than wez and knowing it apt, like the Phar'ſey] ( 
* demand a fign from heaven, for the reformation of corrupted cuſtoms ; they dil@ 
coo, that ſuch deſperare ſpiritual recoveries, will ſeem {o many openings of the heayhn 
In the deſcent of the holy Dove, viſibly to the ftanders by; and accordingly will Bf: 
'the greater influence upon them. And tis this in the laft place, that 1am. to red « 
mend to all that hear me this day, ir 
' And having thus diſcharg?*d the office of an Hiftorian , in a faithfulreprefertatiqhm 
'the repentance and converfion of this great Sinner give me leave now to belpeakſ 
'as an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, and in his name earneſtly pcrſwade you 10 be reconcilh a 
| bim, and to follow this [lluftrious perſons, not in his Sins any more, but in his forffce 
For them, and his forſaking them. 1 hope better thin, s of you, my brethren , the(i; 
think that all-that now hear me, have need of ſuch a repentance, tho a!l have nee 
| ſome, and the beſtare moſt ſenſible of it- But if there be any in this place, or eiſeuſ 
| who have been drawn into a complacency or prafice of any kind of fin from his exanſ 
| let thc ſeeſpecially. be perſwaded.to break «ff their ſins by. repentance,by the ſame exanre 
that as he has been for the fall, ſo he may be now for the riſing again of many in iſrae!;Þ 
knows there are to many that are wiie enough to diſcern &follow the examples cf 
| but to do good from thoſe example; they haye no power; like thoſe abſurd flairere { 
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t 4 ad'of, who could imitateP/atoin his Sp iftotle in bis Rammering; & Alexander 
Iegreat inthe bending of his neck8(hrilneſs of his voice, bue either could not or would} 
Fc initate them in any of their perfe&ions; or like to thoſe bad ftomachs, that delight 
dirt & charcoal, but nauſeate ſavory & wholſome food.Such as theſe Lwould beleech, 
ft IR their cooler ſcaſons, to a:k themſelves that queſtion, JYhat fruit had yeu in thoſe things 
TCP berenf you are nw aſhamed, for the end of theſe things is death? And if any inGourage them - 
ld lves in their wickedne(s from this example,reſolving however co enjoy the good things | 
0148 at are preſents to fil themſelves with coftiy wines, and tolet xo part of pleaſure paſs by them | 
d Mtaft-d, ſuppoſing with the Goſpel rich man that when one comes tothem from the dead, 
raghenSicknets or old Age, approaches that then they will repent; let ſuch as theſe conſider 
thafje dreadful bazard they run by ſuch pernicious counſels. It may be ( and it is but juſt 
iYich God ic ſhould be) that whilſt they ace making proviſiens for the fleſh to fulfil tbeLufts | 
1isereof, and are laying to their fouls, Sox! thou haſt much goods Laid up for many years, theres; 
er tie toke thine eaſe, eab, drink, and be merry; perhaps juft then at the ſame time the ha 
$sbaff God may be writing upon the Walls of their hzbications that fatal ſentence, Thas 
cx this night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee, and then whoſe ſhall oll thoſe things be, which. 
varÞps baft provided? And what ſad refleRions muſt ſuch a one needs make upon his own | 
"Bly, when he ſees that all that micth and eaſe, which he has promiſed himſelf for (o] 
184 any years, muſt beatan end ina very few hours? and-not only ſo, but that miirth! 
ſe Fd into howlings, and that eaſe into « bed of flames; when the ſoul muſt be torn! 
11 day on a ſudden from the things it /@ved, & go whete it will hate tolive, & yet cannot; 
n arſe, And were it not better for us to embrace cordially the things which belong #0 our 
realfferlafting peace, before they are bid from oureies ? Wereit not better for us all to be 
loryſiſe betimes by preventing ſuch a danger, then to open our eies,as the unhappy rich man 
of I, when we are in the place of torment? | 
are Be perſwaded then with humble, petiitent and obedient hearts to go out of your fin= 
ri {ey} ſeives and meet the bleſſed Feſws, who is now on the way, and comes to us in the; 
diſ@ {on and in the boweis of a Saviour, woing us te accept thoſe eaſie conditions of par= 
heayn and peace offer'd In his holy Goſpel, rather then to ſtay till he become our Ad- 
3ll Rfary and our Judge too, when he will deliver us over to thetor mentors, till we have paid 
; red «t:cr moſt fartbing, 1, E. to all eternity: when tho'e who have made a mock at fin all 
ir lives, and laugh'd at the pretended cheats of Religion and its Priefts, ſhall find 
tatiokmſelves at laſt the greateſt touls, and the miſt ſadly cheated in the world; for God 
peakBl then lavgh at their calamity, axd mock when their fear eometh, when it cometh as deſolatia 
oncillh and their deſtruGion as a whirlwind, And fince they would not ſuffer his Mercy tore 
orice over his Juſtice, nor cauſeany Joy in heaven, as the Text mentions, ia their con 
_ thegſion; his Juſtice will certainly rejoice over his mercy, and cauſe joy in heaven ( as It 
; neeſ at thefall of Baby!on.which wou!ld not be cxred,Rer,1g.1.Yintheir confuſion. And Q 
elſewſt there were ſuch a heart jn them, that they would confider this betimes;: that in the 
exanſt coftheir carnal juilities they would but vouchafe one regard to what may happen 
exangreaſter, and what will Certainly be the end of cheſe things, - | 
r el; Por however the fruits of fin may ſeem pleaſant to the eie and to be deſired , to make one 
2: cfm wiſe and witty to the wor 1d; yet alas, they are all but empty and unſatisfa&ory at 
.rereJſent , and leave a mortal ſting behiad them, and birterneſs in the end like the book $ 
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] bn ate, ( Rev- 10. 10, ) which in bis mouth was ſweet as bony, but ar ſaon as be bad « 
ten it , bis belly was bitter, And tho God ſhould pleaſe at laſt to bring mey back jn thei 
old agefrom their finful courſes, by a way of weefing 3 to pluck them as fire-brend 
out of everlaſting burnings ; yet it men confider how rare and difſiult a thing ir is e 
be born again when one is old, how many pangs and violences to nature there m 
[needs be, to put off the habits and inclinations to old fins : as difficult (faith the Pre 
Phet ) as for the Leopard to change bis ſpat s,or the Ethiopian bis (kin; and then when that 
[done , what ſcars and weakneſs evena Cure muſt leave behind ; | fay , he that dul 
conſiders this, will think it better co fecure his ſalvation, and all his preſent true conf 
ores, by preferving his innocency, or alleviating his work by a daily repentance. fd 
Tefler failings, then co venture upon one ſingle chance of a Death-bed repentance; whic 
is no more to be depcnded upon , for che performance, or acceptance, then it can e 
courage any man not to labour , becauſe Elias was fed by Ravens , or the 1fraelit. 
with Manna from heaven. 
If then there be any (tho alas that need not be askcd) that have mide the greatneſ 
of their wit, or birth, or fortune, inflruments of iniquity to iniquity , Ict them now co 
vert them, in their own converſion, to that original noble uſe for which God inten 
them, viz. to be inftramentr of righteouſneſs unto bolineſs. :F 
| To theſe «ſpecially that are thus great, rot only God, but this great Perſon alſo,\ 
my mouth, being dead yet fpeaketh ; tor as St, Paul fecnt'd more eſpecial'y concern'd 
his brethren and kinfmen according to the fleth 3 and even the rich man in hell, 
ſufficiently diſtraRted by his own ſufferings, yet ſeems hugely d firous that one mig 
be fent from the dead to his brethren, that he might zeftifie unto them , left they alſo cif 
mo that place of torment : So this illuſtrious Convert, attcr God hid open'd his eyes 
co (ce his follies, was more eſpecially defirous of the falvation of thoſe that were his b 
thren,tho not in the fleſh, yet in the greatneſs of their quality,8 of their fin+3 paiſionat 
viſbing,that all ſuch, were not only almift, but altogether ſuch as he now was ,\aving his bodſ 
zMictions; and of -grcat force, methinks, ſhould the almonitions of a dying friend if 
The i-genious Michael de Montaigne reckons. him the belt Phyſician, who himſelf Þ, 
had the diſeaſe which he pretends to cure; and bchold a greater than he fays to - 
Peter, when thou art converted, firengthen thy brethren ; which aMures us, that they whiff” 
have themſelves bcen in a condition to need a remarkable convertion, are not incapaif Þ 
hereby, but obliged, and the better qualified for ſuch a charitable work. Wd 
| Now theſe eſpecially I would beſcech, as the Miniſter of Chriſt, and as ſuch, tho i 
re reviled we bleſs, tho we are defamed we intreat, to ſuffer the word of Exhortation , t 
hey would not termivate their eyes upon the. outward pomp and pageantry that? 
nes them, as the vulgar Jews did upon their Rites and Ceremonies z but (as the v 
Iraclites, who eſteem?®d thoſe glittering formilities as the Types and Images of hea 
y things,) be quickened by them to the ambition of original honours, and fature gl 
How much werc it to be wiſh'd, that ſuch perſons eſpecially would be followers of ( P 
and goodneſs, fince whether they will or no men will be followers of th:m 3 all oft 
kccording to their refpeRive magnitudes, like Stars, czſting a good o1 bad influe 
zpon their inferiors, and not only fo, but oftentimes upon their ſuperiors too 3 as 
torrupt blood In the fect, in the courſe of its circulation,after ſome time paſſcs upw 
nto the head, 8 
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(21) | 
Of Its true, an eminent tation is liable to ſeveral miſchiefs, from which a mean condi- * 
heiff,,, is fice 5 but the Gol of order, who has made dignity in place, and affl wnce of 
@M-hes mecefiary tothe wor'd, has proportion'd his ſupports : and if the inci:em-nts to 
S tf 1s abownd unto the rich and noble, th? grace of G d, it they are carclul to improve ir, 
mugr much more abound, both to Guds glory and their own, Taus it the temptations of 
rg-2t perfor's be more, and greater, than thoſe of inferiors their ab lities anJ, under 
adings arc ordinarily greater too: & if they lic more open to the aſſaul's of the D. vil, * 
"cy have generally greater ſagucities to foreſee the danger, & more powetful afljltances 
Bgo through it. Nor is Pi-ty incon'ifient with greatnels, any more than it is with Pos 
'y, but{is the beſt foundation and feeurity both to th: one and the other, Tae breeding | 
d Moſes at Court, without doubt contributed much even to his Religious performances, . 
lealt fo far, as to makes th:m more uſeful and exemplary to others ; but thenfhe was 
ceredly virtuous all the while, az well whilt reputed the Son 'of Pharaoh's daughter, 
\'Y Fefpro's Sin in law, The Prophet Tſaizh was N:phew to a King, and bred, as is ' 
So in the Court z whence we may obſcrve his fiyle is more majeltick than 


other Prophets 3 as that of the great Door of the Gentiles, who was bred at the 
t of Gamaliel, 1s than the other Apuſiles z God making ule of the-naturzl tempers and 
ct ons of men, to be a(li/iing to fup:rnatural puzpoles, | 1 
c find Chriſtians in Ceſar*s ho-ſhold as ſoon as any wh2zre elſe in Rowe and when 
rittianity had once gain'd, Conſtan:3ne, it fpred it fclf farther over the Empite in a few | 
1s, than bcforc it had done in lome Centurics: as waters running downwards ſpred 
mſclves freer, then when forced upwards againſt nature. Since then ſo much mif@: 
ef depends upon lilufirious exam; I's, will it not better become men to draw the 
il Ititud: after them to heaven, by thetr piety, than by infcious guilts be at the head 
K miſcrab]: company of che D:mn'd ? | 
08 T'is this piety, a timely ard an cxcmplary pizty, that will perp:tuate to men of birth 4 
na | fortunes, thcix Honors, and their F.ttates too, as well by deriving on them the bleſs 
if > of God, whois the true fountain of honor 3 as by creating an aw and a reverence 
| them from all orders of men, cven to many generations ; a reverence which will 
freſh and lating, when all the trophics of wit and gaity arc Jaid in the duſt, Tis! 
mr & picty that will be the guide of their youth, and the comfort of their age; for length? 
P lays are in ber right band, and in ber left hand riches and bonor, *Tis this, and this 
bo BY that can make all out ward blelflings comfortable, and i:deed blethigs to us, by! 
king them the ſteps and means of attaining th: never fading honors and incompre- 
fible glories of that Kingdom which is above 3 where there ſhall bz no more ſins 
ſickneſs, nor pair, nor tears, nor death, but we ſhall reft from our labours, and our 
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wil rks ſha)l follow us. | | 
__ nto which God of his infinite mercy bring us, for the merits and for the mediation! 


_ Feſus Chriſt our Saviourz to whom with the Father and Holy Spicit, let us aſcribe 
Ct Praiſe and Adoration, now and tor cvcr. Amen. | 


THE END. 
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